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RESORPTION OF A FATTY TUMOR. 


BY JNO. B. LOCKRIDGE, M. D., OF AUGUSTA COUNTY, VIRGINIA. 

On April 26th, 1870, Miss S. B——, consulted me at my office, 
in regard to a tumor that had been gradually forming on the sub- 
maxillary region for the preceding ten or twelve years, For quite 
a number of years it was regarded by herself and friends as merely 
a so-called “‘double-chin.” 


The patient’s age is about thirty, weight about 120; in figure, 
tall and spare; no disposition to obesity ; her previous health has 
been uninterruptedly good. For the last two or three years the 
tumor has been growing rather rapidly, until at this date (April 
26th, 1870), it constitutes a great deformity. In size and shape 
_ it very much resembles a tea-cup, inverted, as it were, upon the 
inframaxillary region, and extending from within half an inch of 
the point of the chin to the hyoid bone behind. The tumor was 
pendulous, perfectly free from pain or sorenéss on handling, and 
always had ny ; it imparted to the fingers the well-known elastic, 
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fatty feel of fatty tumors. From the history, position and feel of 
the tumor, I had no hesitancy in pronouncing the growth to be the 


‘fatty variety ; and I had but little hesitancy in giving the stereo- 


typed opinion that “it is in vain to attempt the discussion of such 
tumors ;’’ and that excission is the only remedy. 

I remembered, however, that Sir Benjamin Brodie entertained 
somewhat a different opinion in regard to the discussion of such 
tumors. He was in the habit of effecting the rescrption of such 


growths by the administration of liq. potasse, as well as urgently 


recommending this treatment to others. 

In as much as surgical operations are very much dreaded by all 
ladies, and in addition there being more or less danger attending 
the administration of chloroform, we agreed to postpone the opera- 
tion for several months, and in the meantime try the efficacy of lig. 
potasse, and ung. of iodine. Accordingly I furnished her with 
oz. iss. liq. potassee and oz. i. ung. iodine, and directed her to take 
25 drops of the former three times a day in a wine-glassful of 
sweetened water; and to rub into the tumor a portion of the ung. 
every night and morning; and to attend to it very faithfully and 
diligently. She being exceedingly desirous of getting clear of the 
great deformity, on the one hand, and the dread of having to un- 
dergo an operation on the other, it is needless to say the remedies 
were applied with great care and assiduity. 

I saw her again in four or five weeks, and was very much 
pleased to find that the tumor was reduced in size about one-third. 
Another supply of the same medicine, in similar amount, was fur- 
nished the patient, and under its use the tumor was entirely ab- 
sorbed in less than three months from the beginning of the treat- 
ment. It seemed that the region that a few months before was 
occupied by a large and unsightly tumor, now presented an ap- 
pearance almost amounting to a concavity, so completely had the 
work been done; and what had been regarded as a ‘double chin,’ 
almost from childhood, had been, really, a constantly increasing 
tumor and deformity. 

I have seen this patient within the last month, and there has 
not been the slightest return of the growth. The patient has been 
married since the cure and is the mother of one child. 
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I report this case to show that at least one more fatty tumor has 
been removed by absorption, a result which the most of surgeons 
regard as unattainable in any case; and as to the possibility of 
which I had been very sceptical myself, in as much as I have been 
compelled to remove by the knife such tumors, that had resisted 
all treatment having absorption in view. 

I do not pretend to say the removal of this growth was due to 
the efficacy of either one of these remedies in particular, but I am 
rather inclined to the opinion that both the agents employed cen- 
tributed a share to the highly successful and gratifying result. 

And why should we not expect to effect. the removal of fatty 
tumors by absorption? We know that nature chooses to convert 
some adventitious structures or exudations into fat for the very 
purpose of absorption. Take, for instance, the involution of the 
uterus after parturition. Before returning to its non-gravid size, 
the parietes undergo fatty degeneration and absorption. 

Another instance we see in pneumonia; the products of inflam- 
mation, whether in the state of red or gray hepatization, 
frequently undergo fatty metamorphosis and absorption. 

In what way did the administration of liq. potassee and the 
local application of ung. iodine effect the removal of this fatty 
tumor? I think this question can be answered with at least a 
tolerable degree of physical and philosophical reasoning. I be- 
lieve it is pretty well understood that liq. potasse, or all alkalies, 
is a thinner of the blood; in fact, liquefiers of all the secretions. 
The contents of the vessels, whether blood-vessels or lymphatics, 
are then in the most favorable condition to absorb extraneous sub- 
stances, either by directly absorbing them, or these liquefied con- 
tents of vessels may suffer diminution in quantity by increased 
exhalation, and thereby promote absorption according to the time- 
honored rule that the more empty the vessels the more active will 
be the absorption. Hence we see that both the vessels and their 
contents are placed in the most favorable condition for absorption 
by the action of the potassa. 

And now for the agency of the iodine. I take it for granted 
that every physician admits of the absorbent power of iodine in 
the*glandular system at least; as for instance, in the thyroid and 
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mammary glands. Iam just as well convinced of its absorptive 
powers over the blood-vessels and lymphatics. I have too often 
seen an enlarged liver or a pneumonic block, or a pleuritic effu- 
sion melt away under its use, even applied externally, to doubt for 
one moment its great and speedy power. If now, we combine 
these two very potent agents, potash and iodine, and add a third, 
the pressure exerted in faithfully rubbing in the ung., and thereby 
bringing the material to be absorbed forcibly in contact with the 
same vessels that voluntarily deposited the fat, or serum, or liquor 
sanguinis, as the case may be, I can see no good reason why we 
should not expect to effect the resoption of every fatty tumor that 
we meet with. Perhaps due time and diligence have not been 
taken in a great many cases. 

Ihave purposely avoided even alluding to the saponifying 
theory of removing fatty formations, when speaking of the effects 
of liq. potasse, for I conceive that the modus operandi of their 
absorption is sufficiently well explained without the necessity of 
resorting to such a fine-spun theory. 

Mt. Solon, Virginia, November 14th, 1872. 





CHLORATE OF POTASSA. 





ANNUAL ESSAY, BY L, P. DODGE, M. D., FARMINGTON, MINNESOTA. 





[Read before the Minnesota State Medical Society.] 


To the practicing physician there is no branch of the medical 
science of more importance than Materia Medica. His knowl- 
edge should be full and perfect, for in no field of science has there 
been more uncertainty or a more incongruous hetrogeneous mass 
of diverse and often contradictory opinions. A perfect under- 
standing of this branch of the science is imperative, to become 
a successful practitioner. 

If we understand perfectly the therapeutical action of the reme- 
dies we employ, both simple and in combination, the list would be 
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simplified, and we should not be seen prescribing the same reme- 
dies in opposite conditions of the system. We should school 
our minds to systematically observe and record the peculiar action 
of the agents employed, and pay less attention to imaginative 
theories. From age to age the inguiring mind has traveled with- 
out a reliable chart or compass with which to guide its course. 
And imagination, ever active, has wandered uncontrolled from one 
hypothesis to another equally visionary, until the paths and by- 
paths have become so multiplied and intersect each other in so 
many directions, that Bichat has truly said, “Hence the vague- 
ness and uncertainty our science presents at this day. An inco- 
herent assemblage of incoherant opinions, it is, perhaps, of all the 
physiological sciences, that which best shows the caprice of the 
human mind. It is a shapeless assemblage of inaccurate ideas, of 
observations often puerile, of deceptive remedies, and of formule 
as fantastically conceived as they are tediously arranged.” 


There is no better time to discuss the action of different reme- 
dies, to compare notes, and to do away with the seeming inconsis- 
tencies of the therapeutical effect of remedial agents, than in 
mectings like this. Therefore, we think, that a certain portion of 
the time should be devoted to Materia Medica. Hence, I present 
at this time, for your consideration and discussion, ‘Chlorate of 
Potassa.”” The therapeutical effects of this agent are obtained by 
direet application and by absorption. When taken into the 
stomach, it imparts a cooling sensation to the mouth and throat; 
the circulation is somewhat depressed. Hence it has been classed 
by authors as a refrigerant, and from the increased action of the 
kidneys, diuretic. By some, it has been supposed, to excite he- 
patic action. Without doubt it does, but to what extent we are 
not prepared to state. When applied locally to ulcerative surfaces 
of the mucous membrane, as in ulcerative stomatitis, and many 
other diseases of the mucous membrane; and also to indolent ul- 
cers of the integument, it has a stimulating action, shown by in- 
creased sensation of the parts and excited. vascular action, which 
becomes alterative, and therefore salutary. Its most decided 
effects are obtained when taken into the system. Administered 
by the mouth, it is absorbed into the circulation, through which 
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it comes in contact with those tissues for which it has an affinity 
in its action, viz: the mucous membrane, skin, and glandular sys- 
tem. That it is eliminated as chlorate of potassa by the kidneys, 
as proved by experiments of Wohler and Stehberzer, is proof of 
its being absorbed. And “‘that it passes through the system as 
chlorate of potassa,”’ is fatal to the hypothesis of the chemico- 
physiologists who fancied that it gave oxygen to the system, and 
was therefore well adapted for patients affected with scorbutic con- 
ditions, which were supposed to depend on a deficiency of this 
principle. . 

Chlorate of Potassa, we think, has a specific action on mucous 
membranes, the glandular and cutaneous systems. What that par- 
ticular action is, or the modus operandi, we prefer to leave to more 
theoretical minds. We term its action alterative, because that 
term coincides with our ideas of its action, viz: that its salutary 
effects are produced by its being absorbed and coming in contact 
with the diseased tissue, as chlorate of potassa changing the mor- 


bid action into healthy. 

Theories are very fine on paper, but the practical physician 
seeks for facts and these he frequently finds in direct opposition 
to the most ingeniously framed theory of the fanciful mind. In 
diseases of the mouth and throat, whether inflammatory or ulcera- 
tive, chlorate of potassa has a salutary effect. When adminis- 
tered at short intervals for twenty-four hours, the inflammation 
diminishes, as will be seen by the paler hue of the surface, less 
vascular turgesence, and diminished sensation. If ulcerative, the 
ulcers assume a healthy action and the fetor is removed. In 
diphtheria it is one of the most reliable remedies for the lesion of 
the throat. Inno disease is its alterative action better shown. 
Give to an adult tablespoonful doses of the saturated solution every 
hour for twenty-four hours, and there will be a marked change in 
the general appearance of the diseased parts. The exudation will 
be diminished, the fetor removed, surface paler, the swelling dimin- 
ished, the vascular action less, the sensation ameliorated, the skin 
becomes cool, the pulse less frequent; in fact a large per cent. of 
the incipient form of diphtheria requires no other remedy. 


This may seem a very strong assertion, but from my experience 
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in the treatment of this disease in a severe epidemic, which pre- 
vailed in 1864, in the central portion of New Hampshire, an epi- 
demic which assumed all the forms, from a mild sore throat to the 
most malignant, sometimes overpowering the system in a few hours 
or laying the patient prostrate from loss of nerve power, I found 
no remedy that served me as well as did. the chlorate of. potassa, 
given either alone or, when required, in connection with other 
remedies. When it has failed I have not thought it a fault of the 
remedy, but that I did not administer it early, or was not persis- 
tent, or my dose was too small. In scarlatina anginosa, as well as 
in diphtheria, the administration of the chlorate will be found 
beneficial, given either alone or in connection with other 
remedies. , 

Not only in idiopathic diseases affecting the mouth and pharynx 
do we see its beneficial results, but also in syphilitic affections of 
those parts. We find in Braithwait’s Retrospect, a report of a 
ease of chronic syphilitic ulcers on the leg of long standing, 
which had resisted the influence of all the remedies usually em- 
ployed, but yielded rapidly to the chloraté of potassa. A case 
of rupia syphilitica, which fell into my hands, after being treated 
by several professional men of more eminence than myself, yielded 
to the administration of chlorate of potassa with tonics, and the 
application of stimulating ointments. 

From what has been said of its action on the throat, should we 
not expect similar results from its administration, upon ‘’e mucous 
membranes of other localities? In fact, we have proof of its 
remedial action in some forms of ulcerative action of the os uteri, 
and nasal passages, also when inhaled it frequently acts bene- 
ficially on the air passages. 

The most pleasing results are seen when chlorate of potassa is 
given in ptyalism. And here we meet another of that class of 
medicinal agents, which administered, either in connection with or 
alternated, does not destroy the effects of the remedy given, but 
counteracts the morbific action. For example, when opium is ad- 
ministered or any of its preparations, its bad effects may be pre- 
vented by administering bromide of potassium at, or near, the 
same time. If a patient is suffering from nausea, vomiting, or 


— 
aoe ceE ENLARGE 


AS SE hip 


Sg BS SR ae a 


SPE eet a 


Sean 


rak 
Be ee ee ee 


5oe eae 


ao frees 














720 The Georgia Medical Companion. 


vertigo, the result of opium, it is readily removed by the bromide 
of potassium, and the anodyne and soporific action of the opium 
are not impaired but rather increased. 


The first action of mercury on the system is that of a stimulant 
to the mucous membranes and glandular structure, shown by an 
increased discharge of mucus and more abundant flow of the 
saliva and bile. This primary effect may be more salutary, butif 
carried too far it becomes morbific and then we find that the 
whole mucous membrane and glandular system is diseased, the 
secretions are abnormal, and we have the disease known as 
ptyalism. | 

Here we have just the condition for the administration of chlo- 
rate of potassa, in fact it is a remedy employed by a large portion 
of the profession. 

On what grounds is it employed? Does it act chemically on 
the mercury? If chemically, there must be new compounds 
formed with the mercury and chlorate of potassa, each of the new 
compounds has the same base as before, viz: mercury and potassa. 
But all the preparations of mercury produce ptyalism. Why 
should not the new compound still aggravate the disease? If there 
is a chemical change, where does it take place, in the solids or 
fluids? For none will doubt bat that both remedies are taken into 
the system, hence it must take place in one or the other, but it 
does not seem reasonable to suppose that the tissues are con- 
tinually undergoing a chemical change regardless of any vital 
law. 

If in the fluids, or in other words, the circulation—and here we 
must ignore all vital laws—convert the heart and blood-vessels 
into one grand retort, who can tell the changes and reactions that 
will take place after each dose of medicine? How shall we graduate 
our doses, so as to produce the desited chemical change? Again, 
does it follow that salts which are incompatible in the laboratory, 
should still continue to be so when taken mto the system and have 
become subject to different influences and laws? But, from expe- 
riments made by Dr. O’Shaughnessy and others, chlorate of 
potassa passes undecomposed into the uriae. Therefore there can 
be no chemical change, which we believe to be true; then chlorate 
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of potassa must act directly as chlorate and its action to be 
alterative. 

I think it has become a common practice with the profession, to 
give the chlorate of potassa to remove ptyalism, but I must go 
still further and say that it should always be given asa prophy- 
lactic, whenever it is necessary to give the mercurial for any 
length of time. Ptyalism is not the salutary effect of mercury 
any more than the discoloration of the skin from the long con- 
tinued use of nitrate of silver, or the colic produced by the con- 
tinued handling of lead, but morbific and uncalled for in the treat- 
ment of any disease; and it must be mortifying to any respect- 
able practitioner to have a patient exhibit to him a swollen, ulcera- 
ted, fetid mouth, the result of his gross negligence, or abuse of 
one of the best remedies in the whole Materia Medica ; an abuse 
which has done more to establish that species of quackery known 
as homeeopathy than all the rest combined. It has been my prac- 
tice, for the last three years, to administer the chlorate of potassa 
in connection with a mercurial, whenever I desired to give the lat- 
ter for any length of time. I do not administer the chlorate at 
the same time that I do the mercurial, but at longer intervals, and 
nicety of dose is immaterial, a small quantity is sufficient. I 
“cannot see but that I obtain the therapeutical effects of the mer- 
curial as readily as before I gave the chlorate. For instance, in 
chronic congestion and induration of the neck and os uteri, I have 
found it necessary to administer some one of the preparations of 
mercury for some weeks, and I have always given my patients 
chlorate of potassa once or twice a day while taking the mercu- 
rial, and never have I failed to obtain the effects of the mercurial, 
viz: removal of the disease or discharge from the bowels peculiar 
to the action of mercury. In secondary and tertiary syphilis I 
have employed the same agents with similar results. 


But still more in active inflammation, when I have given repeated 
doses of calomel at short intervals with an occasional dose of the 
chlorate I have obtained the desired effect of the calomel, but 
never produced the slightest symptoms of ptyalism. 

This is a subject worthy the investigation of the medical pro- 

fegsion, and one of most practical utility. If new to any of you 
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it must suggest to your minds the importance of its investigation. 
From what has been said we conclude, that chlorate of potassa 
has a specific action on the mucous membranes and glandular tis- 
sues of the throat, that that action is alterative in nature; and 
that it not only removes ptyalism, but that it isa sure pro- 
phylactic. 

















SELECTIONS. 


NUX VOMICA IN DYSPEPSIA, — SMALL DOSES OF 
MEDICINE GENERALLY. 










BY J. E. NICHOLS, M.D., OSAGE, IOWA. 









I know of hardly anything that is such a source of annoyance 
to both patient and physician as a pain in the stomach, or deranged 
epigastric region. When an individual, melancholic, pale, cadav- 
erous and care-worn, comes moping into my office with his hand 
embracing the right or left hypochondriac region, I at once settle 
myself for a long siege, and expect to be bored with a full account 
of innumerable trials with, and hair-breadth escapes from, other 
doctors. Iam seldom disappointed. They have been from Dan 
to Beersheba; have taken medicine by the barrel, pailful and 
glassful; have swallowed boluses, pills and pellets; they have 
eaten largely, and have often starved; they have consulted 
Hahnemann’s disciples, breathed atmosphere from small vials, and 
lived exclusively on Graham bread ; but still the cry remains the 
same: “My stomach! Oh, my stomach !” 


My course with such patients thus far has been very satisfac- 
tory to all concerned. I listen patiently to all they have to say 
in the first instance, and in the next, I make a full and very sat- 
isfactory (to the patient) examination of his organism. I begin 
at the stomach with my inquiries, and from there radiate to the 

§ circumference in every direction, dwelling upon the condition of 
the bowels, kidneys, lungs, heart and nervous centres. To the 
i they invariably ask: “Well, Doctor, can you cure me?” 

as invariably and emphatically answer that I can! I only ask 
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them to give me time, and they shall know how it seems to be 
without a stomach to nurse. 

My main reliance is nux vomica; I use it in the form of fluid 
extract. The Professor of Principles and Practice of Medicine 
of my Alma Mater, gave us the name of cure all, or the superior 
of all patent medicines; its name is “‘good, healthy blood,” and I 
find it greatly to my credit to obtain the manufacturer of this 
article as soon as possible in all these old chronic cases. For the 
purpose of accomplishing this, I gave the nux vomicain swall 
tonic doses—in fact, large doses with an idea of bringing about a 
radical change in any case, I find absolutely injudicious. I be- 
lieve that in the treatment of chronic affections, as well as in 
many acute diseases, this mistake of overdosing is more frequently 
made than any other. If there is little or no trouble beyond the 
stomach, I give 


R.—fl. Ext. Nux Vom., dr. iij. 
Mleohal, ..<.5:002 52 2 mm ye et away. 
M. Sig.—Take 5 drops in a little water before each meal. 


I tell them to take nothing that does not agree with them. If 
the five drops produce pain, and it often does, or they so imagine 


take but one at first, then two, and gradually increase the dose to 
five drops, which is the extent of the dose any time. In no case 
have I ever prescribed this remedy witheut improvement in from 
three to ten days. I keep them upon it for two or three months, 
resulting in a perfect cure. 

If there is some irregularity of the bowels, with the pain of 
epigastrium extending around to the right hypochondrium, I com- 
bine the mandrake as follows : 

R.—FIl. Ext. Nux Vom., 
Fl. Ext. Mandrake, - 
Alcohol, - aa dr. ij—M. 

Sig. As the other. 


If there is much complaint of wakefulness at night, horrid 
dreams, etc., I give in addition to the foregoing : 


R.—lIodide Potassium, - - - dr. 8s. 
Chlorate Potash, - - “ 
Carbonate Potash, . - aa dr. j. 
M. Ft. Pauly. Div. in Chart xx. 
Sig. Take one in half glass of warm milk each night at bed- 
time. 
If, as is often the case, great portions of the day witnessed pain 
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in the head, throbbing in the temples, I give bromide of potassium 
and syrup for a morning potion, to be taken as soon as awake, 
Sometimes I combine gelseminum with my magnum bonum, thus: 


R.—Fl. Ext. Nux Vom., ee toms bee S 
Fl. Ext. Mandrake, - - . a 
Fl. Ext. Gelseminum, - - + aa dr, iij.—M. 


Sig. As the others. 


Again, I use the cannabis indicus in place of the bromide or 
gelseminum in cases of nervous irritability. 

In cases of troublesome nausea, heartburn, acrid or fetid eruc- 
tations, after eating, 1 use phosphate of lime rubbed up with loaf 
sugar, and allow them to take small quantities of it often; or, in 
place of this: 


R.—Syr. Aurantii, - - - - 0% Vj. 
Arom. Sul. Acid, - - -  - dr. ij.—M. 
Sig. Take a teaspoonful an hour after each meal, or when- 
ever the eructations are troublesome. 


Thus, with nux vomica for my central figure, I rally around it 
with one or more of the others as above enumerated, always tell- 
ing my patient to never take the second dose if the first don’t fit, 
or if it does not make the stomach feel better. In over fifty cases 
treated the last two years, not one has failed to recover, and so 
far as I know, all are now strong and hearty. They at first are 
very anxious to know what they may eat, and this is no trivial 
matter, I invariably urge the use of beefsteak; if distasteful to 
them, begin with a small piece, as rare cooked as may be, and 
continue to try until they have a relish for it. Outside of this 
they are to eat whatever the appetite demands, unless they find it 
disagrees with them, and to eschew all such food as distresses 
them shortly after taking it, with the promise that in a few weeks 
they may eat whatever they desire without harm. I generally 
find it difficult to get them to eat enough. Had I not found this 
treatment equally good in Southern Illinois before coming here, I 
should have attributed some of its success to the high latitude of 
this region, for I have had patients that have visited our large 
cities and consulted eminent physicians without relief, whose diff- 
culties have readily yielded to this small-dose treatment here. 

I want to enter here my most sclemn protest against this ex- 
tensive dosing with all manner of drugs compounded with poor 
whisky, and poured down dyspeptic patients by the glassful. 
When a stomach becomes so weakened and irritable that it will 
bear scarcely any bland and palatable food, I cannot understand 
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how all this stimulating, exciting and nauseating slop can prove 
beneficial. On the other hand, I can understand that the small- 
est possible potion of some bitter tonic, gradually increased and 
always in a condensed form, will at once give tone to the highly 
useful and sensitive organ—the stomach. Not only do I find it 
profitable in these old chronic difficulties to lessen the dose, but in 
nearly all cases to which I am now called, I give much smaller 
doses than formerly, with marked result for the better. If at any 
time there is any doubt in regard to quantity, I give the smaller 
dose the benefit of the doubt. 

In our vicinity are two or three doctors of the old-fashioned 
stamp who dispense blue-mass, calomel and squills, as freely as 
was done twenty-five years ago. Several times I have been called 
to cases that they have incidentally or otherwise seen, and have 
declared regarding them that they must have a ‘run of the fever,’’ 
when the result has proved that a little sane treatment has brought 
them up in a few days. I give them credit for good judgment in 
prognos‘s, if they had treated the cases, for I verily believe that if 
these cases had been dosed extensively, it would have been a three 
week’s run to either the state of convalescence or—the grave.— 
Chicago Medical Journal, June, 1872. 





TREATMENT OF SPERMATORRH@A. 


The occasional introduction of a catheter as large as the urethra 
will take, is often of the greatest service; it should be passed into 
tha bladder and allowed to remain for five or ten minutes, accord- 
ing to the tolerance of. the patient; its mechanical pressure helps 
to unload the congested capillaries and small vessels of the ure- 
thra ; its contact deadens and destroys the extreme sensibility of 
the urethral nerves, and renders them less susceptible to the influ- 
ence of slight excitants; whilst, by stimulating the muscles, it 
provokes their contraction, and so renders material assistance in 
emptying the larger veins. A silver catheter is the best instru- 
ment for the purpose, as it exerts firmer pressure than an elastic 
bougie : “ah as the urine can be drawn off through it, the patient 
will not require to micturate for several hours, which is a point of 
Some importance, as the urethra is often very tender after the 
passage of an instrument for the first few times. The frequency 


with which it should be employed depends upon the amount of dis- 


comfort its presence occasions; and if the pain be great, it should 
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not be left in more than a few seconds, lest rigors, swelled testicle, 
etc., be occasioned. Sometimes the urethra is extremely sensitive 
and much pain attends the use of the catheter; but this ‘is an ad- 
ditional ‘reason for persisting with it, though a smaller one may be 
employed at first, so as to cause less pain. I have sometimes 
found that smearing the catheter with blue mass or calomel oint- 
ment, or with half a grain to a grain of nitrate of silver rubbed 
down in an ounce of lard, to be of use in obstinate cases; but I 
prefer the blue ointment to anything I have yet tried. Some 
camphor, extract of opium, belladonna, etc., may be combined 
with these ointments, if thought desirable. Care should be taken 
that these applications do not reach much beyond the curve of the 
instrument, and it should be thoroughly oiled before using it. 
The oversecretion of mucus is always checked by the use of the 
catheter, whether armed with ointment or not. 

Cold bathing, cold douches, etc., should not. be employed on go- 
ing to bed. The ordinary bath in the morning does good; but 
cold applications at night should bé forbidden, as the reaction 
which follows them will increase the local circulation, and so cause 
congestion and erection of the penis, and thus increase the proba- 
bility of emission. 

Not only must the position assumed in sleep be attended to, but 
undue warmth in bed avoided, whether by using very soft beds or 
too large an amount of clothing. The bowels should be carefully 
regulated, to prevent any accumulation within the rectum; and 
the urine examined from time to time, so as to detect an excess of 
uric acid, the presence of oxalates, etc., which may render its pass- 
age irritating to the hypersensitive urethra. Overdistention of the 
bladder must, at all times, be guarded against, and the patient 
warned to pass urine on waking in the morning, lest he doze off 
again with a full bladder, which is one of the most certain provo- 
cations of erection and emissions. 

Before commencing to treat this affection constitutionally, it is 
generally necessary to allay the digestive disturbanees, which are 
so common and often so severe, by giving such remedies as may be 
applicable to the condition of the patient either with or without 
the more special medicines. By neglecting to do so, we may not 
only add to the dyspeptic troubles and obtain no benefit from the 
drugs given, but a valuable medicine may do harm and be brought 
into disrepute, in consequence of its being administered at a time 
when the stomach cannot tolerate it. 

Internally, I have found astringents of more use in this dis- 
order than tonics; or they may be combined. Gallic acid, the 
dilute mineral acids, especially the sulphuric, may be given. 
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Tincture of matico will often be of service, and more so, in my 
experience, than any other plant rich in tannin, as it appears to 
act upon the genito-urinary tract rather than upon the bowels, as 
is often the case with the others. 

Ergot is one of the most valuable remedies for this affection, 
and the liquid extracts of the Pharmacopeeia is a very efficient 
and convenient form for giving it; whilst the dilute sulphuric acid 
can be added, if thought advisable. 

When the urethra is very sensitive, and the passage of urine 
painful, small doses of copaiba are often most comforting; or the 
other oleoresins may be tried if it disagree; but none of them, in 
my opinion, is equal in value to copaiba, when it can be borne. 

I am not disposed to regard strychnine in these cases with very 
great favor; when there is much irritability of the nerves, I be- 
lieve it often adds to this; but when this is subsiding it may be of 
use as a tonic; so may quinine or iron, but in no other way. . I 
have never given the tincture of iron in the envrmous doses (from 
one to two drachms three times daily) recommended by some, and 
so I cannot speak personally of its value in such large quantity. 

Cantharides, phosphorus (except the dilute phosphoric acid), 
and the so-called aphrodisiacs, do harm by acting as stimulants to 
the nervous system generally, and therefore to the local nerves. 
Cantharides, also, by its action upon the bladder is, especially 
when given in large doses, a very injurious drug in these cases. 
For the same reason I disapprove of local blistering; while the 
sore left by the blister acts, moreover, as a source of irritation, 
and adds to the liability «f emissions. 

Belladonna, in my hands, has proved to be an uncertain remedy ; 
in some cases it has appeared to do good by allaying irritation, 
whilst in others there were no beneficial results from it. The 
dryness of the throat, disturbance of vision and diarrhoea, which 
are often caused by it, constitute an objection to its employment 
in full doses, and without them its value is very questionable. 

Camphor is a most useful drug; three or four grains made up 
into two pills, with half a grain or a grain of opium, and one or 
two of aloes, have more frequently allayed irritability and pre- 
vented emissions, than anything I have yet tried. _ Opium alone 
does not succeed as well, and a large dose is necessary, so that the 
untoward symptoms sometimes produced by it are more likely to 
be incurred. 

I have tried chloral in a few cases, and with very great advan- 
tage; in doses of fifteen or twenty grains at bed-time it has 
answered its purpose admirably. 

Bromide of potassium, in thirty or forty grain doses, will some- 
times be of service ; but it seems to me a less certain remedy than 
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chloral, which I am disposed to regard as one of the valuable 
agents we possess for these cases, though as yet my experience of 
it is limited. 


Suppositories vary much in their action, whatever drugs they - 


may contain. Occasionally they answer well, but often they do 
not lessen, and I am not sure they do not sometimes increase, the 
irritability of the parts. 

Galvanism I have not employed myself; but in the few in- 
stances where I have known of its being tried by others, it has 
seemed to me to do more harm than good, by adding to the nerv- 
ous irritation. : 

Lastly, as to cauterization by the porte-caustique, I need scarcely 

say that I am strongly opposed to this method of treatment; for, 
if my view of this disorder be correct, this instrument can relieve 
it in no other way than as the passage of the catheter does. I do 
not believe that ulceration or other morbid conditions of the ejacu- 
latory ducts are the causes of seminal losses. We have no evi- 
dence that these pathological conditions exist, except, it may be, 
in very rare instances; and if so, the application of nitrate of sil- 
ver to the prostatic mucous membrane in every case of nocturnal 
emission must be unnecessary ; and in spite of its alleged harm- 
lessness, 1 consider it to be a dangerous treatment. Ihave known 
two persons die from the effects of porte-caustiqgue, and I have seen 
others suffer severely from its employment. This may not be the 
usual result; but I do say that the application of nitrate of silver 
to the urethra, whether in stick or in strong solution, is at least a 
very sharp remedy, and will often produce violent inflammation, 
and sometimes lay the foundation of a stricture or of a chronic 
irritation of the bladder. 
. If, then, caustic be applied on an incorrect surmise as to the 
condition of, and its effects upon, the prostatic mucous membrane 
and ejaculatory ducts, it is not only an unnecessary, but to my 
opinion, an unsafe method of treatment.—Gascoyne—British 
Medical Journal. 
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IMPROVED PHARMACEUTICAL FORMULA. 





The following improved formule are given by Mr. J. Donde, in. 
the American Journal of Pharmacy, February, 1872: 


SYRUP OF RHATANY. 


Dry Extract of Rhatany, a. 3 ounces. 
Rain Water, - - - - - - 95 ounces. 
Simple Syrup, - - - - = 18 fluid ounces: 


Pulverize the extract, mix it with the water and 5 ounces of 
the syrup in a capsule, which place in a steam-hath, occasionally: 
stirring with a glass rod until the extract is dissolved; add the 
rest of the syrup, and evaporate to 18 fluid ounces. Each fluid: 
drachm contains 10 gr@ins of extract. 


When sulphuric lemonade is prescribed with extract of rhatany 
it is necessary to add a little gum syrup to prevent the precipi-- 
tation of the extract. 


SYRUP OF VALERIAN TO REPLACE INFUSIONS. 


Hydro-alcoholic Ext. of Valerian Root,  - 2 ounces, 
Rain Water, - - : : - - 2 ounces, 
Simple Syrup, HMMM WL 4 fi’d ounces: 


Concentrate the syrup to 82 deg. Bme.; when cooled to 40 or 
50 deg. C., add the extract dissolved in the water. When cold it 
has 86 deg. Bme. Each fluid ounce contains 18 grains of extract, 
equivalent to 1 drachm of the root. One fluid ounce of this syrup 
with 8 of water may advantageously replace the infusion. 


Would it not be convenient to employ syrups for preparing. 
drinks which are now made by infusion or decoction? There would 
result the advantage of having the medicine whenever needed, 
and always with the same proportion of medicinal principles. 

The fluid extracts would be very useful in the preparation of 
these syrups. 


CHALK MIXTURE, 


Mr. Geo. W. Kennedy, in the same journal, recommends the 
following changes in this preparation. He says he finds the ordi- 
nary mixture to become sour and mouldy in warm weather. 

By way of experiment in order to obviate this great inconveni- 
ence I tried the substitution of glycerin for sugar, and so far, up 
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to the present time, I have found it to work well after the follow- 
ing formula: 
R-—Crete Prept, - - - - 







Glycerinz (Bower’s), - aa OZ, 88. 
Pulv. Acaciz, - - - - dr. ij. 
Olei Cinnamoni, - + = = gtt. viij. 
Aqz Destill., . A inte 02. Viij. 





Mix thoroughly. 


The above mixture I have kept a whole summer and up to the 
present time; I made it about ten months ago, and upon opening 
it I found it in perfect condition, not even the slightest acidifica- 
tion having taken place. 

The above process is not used for dispensing chalk mixture in | 
my shop, but was only tried by way of experiment, to see if it 
would keep during the hot summer months 

The following formula has been used Sy me for some time 
‘back: 















R —Crete Prept., - -_ -* 0Z. 83. 
Sacchari Albi, - - - - - 
Pulv. Acaciz, - - . - aa dr. ij. 
Olei Cinnamoni, -  * gtt. viij. ‘ 
Mix intimately. 





For every fluid ounce of chalk mixture I take one drachm of 
the mixed powders, and rub them well up with an onnce of dis- 
tilled water, and of course the mixture is free from acidity. In 
cases of diarrhoea in children, which generally is the result of fer- 
mentation, the glycerin formula seems to be preferable to the one 
containing sugar, the former mixture being and remaining bland, 
nutritious and with soothing effect on the bowels; to a certain ex- 
tent it arrests fermentation, and the glycerin fully protects the 
gum from decomposition. 

















- £OAP LINIMENT. 


Mr. J. A. Graefle (same journal), recommends the following 
formula : 
R.—Take of dry white Castile soap (finely grated), oz. iv. 
7 oe 








Camphor, - = 0Z. ij. 
Oilof Rosemary, - - - - fl. oz. 88. 
Water, - . - - - - fl. oz. vj. 
Alcohol, - - - - - - fl. oz, xxx. 





Put the soap in a half-gallon bottle, pour on a pint of alcohol, 
shake well, add the water and shake again till the soap is dissolved. 



















. 
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Dissolve the camphor and oil in the remaining alcohol, mix the 
two solutions and filter. 

From five to ten minutes is all that is necessary for the solution 
of the soap, and the resulting liniment, when finished, is beauti- 
fully clear. 

Mr. R. Rother writes to the Chicago Pharmacist, December, 
1871: 

R.—Take of soap (genuine Castile, mottled or 

white) dry andin No. 12 powder, . . 24 troy ounces 


Camphor,. . . ‘ ‘ . . 12 troy ounces 
ee: Se a ee 3 fluid ounces 
Water, ; ‘ ‘ , , . 8 pints, 
Strong Alcohol, . . «. «. 104 pints. 


Mix the water with half a pint of the alcohol in a capacious 
vessel; add the soap and apply heat until the solution has 
occurred; to this add four pints of alcohol. In the remaining six 
pints of alcohol dissolve the camphor and oil; to this add the so- 
lution of soap; mix. Let the impurities (coloring matter of the 
soap), subside and filter. 





A REMEDY FOR HAMOPTYSIS. 





Dr. Holden states, in the Medical Record, that ‘He desires to 
call the attention of the profession to a method of treatment of 
hemoptysis, which, while most simple and efficacious, he has not 
seen described by any one; namely, the throwing of the atomized 
vapor of a saturated solution of gallic acid directly into the mouth 
and throat. He has repeatedly found the most gratifying success 
to follow this treatment at once, even in cases of profuse hemor- 
rhage. Unlike other styptics thus administered, it quiets the 
spasmodic cough, which seems the direct result of the presence of 
the blood, requires but a moment to prepare, and aside from its 
efficacy, it inspires immediately the confidence of the patient. For 
about two years he has adopted this method, and has been sur- 
prised that no similar experience has found its way into the medi- 
cal journals. His habit has been to have an atomizer and bottle 
of gallic acid always at hand, and when summoned hastily, to mix 
the acid in a tumbler of cold water, and use even without waiting 
for the excess of acid to subside. It has proved successful in 
several cases where blood was streaming from the mouth with every 
expiration.” —Medical and Surgical Reporter. 
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THE THERMOMETER IN DISEASE. 


BY F. M. HAMLIN, M. D., UNION SPRINGS, N. ¥. 








[Read before the Central New York Medical Association. ] 


Any instrument or appliance of modern art or science which 
may be used in Medicine to solve mixed questions of cause and 
effect, to remove from the domain of the probable to the positive, 
thereby aiding in rendering Medicine an exact science, ought to 
be hailed by the profession with delight. 

The rendering of symptoms objective which were subjective has 
been followed by rapid strides in moder Medicine. With how 
much more certainty we deal with the diseases of the chest and 
abdomen since the application of the principles of acoustics; or 
of the eye, ear and throat since we use instruments devised accord- 
ing to the laws of optics. 

But no instrument, in my opinion, is so generally or widely 
useful as the thermometer. A very large proportion of the dis- 
eases a physician is called upon to treat, are accompanied by 
fever or increased heat of the body. Now the measure of this 
degree of heat is the measure of the difference between the exist- 
ing condition and that of health. 

From time without date the hand has been used to detect these 
changes of temperature; but from the nature of the case it is a 
faulty and unreliable guide, for so much depends upon existing 
circumstances. If the hand be cold, or damp, or hardened, the 
sensations are very different when applied to the same substance. 
Then again the sensation imparted at the time of one observation 
cannot be remembered exactly for comparison with that of an- 
other ; and again the temperature of exposed parts of the body 
as the hands, face, &c., does not indicate, from unequal circula- 
tion, the actual degree of heat of the body. With such condi- 
tions the result of hand-thermometry, of a necessity, must be fal- 
lacious and unsatisfactory. The thermometer at once overcomes 
these obstacles, and gives the true amount of heat. 

The use of this instrument may be regarded in two aspects. 
1st. As an aid in the diagnosis and prognosis of disease. 

2d. By repeated and continued use the normal character of most 
febrile affections may be ascertained, thus contributing an impor- 
tant part to the natural history of disease. 

Before considering temperature in disease it will be necessary 
to know the normal heat of the body, and its variations in health. 
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The average is 98.4° with slight deviations between morning and 
evening, and it may range from 97.82° to 99° without morbid ac- 
tion being present. 

In tropical regions it is about one degree higher than in tem- 
perate. In the tropics it is lowest mornings and highest during 
the day; in the temperate it is highest in the morning on rising 
and lowest at midnight. Active exercise and increased heat of 
the atmosphere cause a slight rise, prolonged exposure to cold, 
and long continued mental exertion lessen the heat; and a full 
meal or dose of alcohol will at first cause a fall in the tempera- 
ture, but it rises again as digestion and absortion progress. 

There is a certain degree of relation between the.increase of 
heat and the frequency of the pulse. An increase of one degree 
will be followed by an increase of ten pulsations, that is at 98° 
the pulse is 70, at 98° it is 80, at 100° it is 90, and so on. But 
this will be so varied from, that little dependence can be placed 
upon it; thus, in a ecse of erysipelas of the face under my care 
the temperature at one time was up to 109}4°, but the pulse was 
122; also in a case of pnumonia with a fever heat of 1044° the 
pulse was 94. But in these cases the pulse may have been modi- 
fied by the medicines exhibited. 

Could a positive law of relation be discovered, it would open a 
wide field for investigation in regard to the effect of medical 
agents upon the circulation. If the temperature should remain 
uninfluenced, but the pulse reduced by the administration of a 
remedy, I should regard it as doing a good work, especially if it 
be of a tonic and sustaining nature ; and better still if by it both 
fever and pulse are reduced. In stages of callapse and dissolu- 
tion there will be a wide departure. It will be seen by these facts 
that no general Jaw can be established, as yet at least, but it will 
be well to observe clearly the degree of correspondence in eacl 
individual case. 

The observation should be made by placing the bulb of the ther- 
mometer in the «axilla, making sure that the skin and it are 
in direct contact, where it should remain from three to five min- 
utes, the time depending upon the instrument used. Care should 
be taken that the thermometer is a reliable one. The best are 
those which are self-registering, as no examination need be made 
while in place, and covered by the clothing. Those which are not 
must be noted before removal trom the person. An excellent in- 
strument may be obtained of Tiemann & Co., New York. 

In acute cases two observations should be made daily, morning 
and evening, «nd at the same hour as nearly as possible; in chronic 
diseases once a day will be sufficient. A continued series of obser- 











734 The Georgia Medical Companion. 


' vations will sometimes be necessary to settle or clear up the diag- 
nosis of some disease. But oftimes one will be of great aid, thus, 
a temperature of 99 deg. simply shows the individual is unwell; 
when above 101 deg. to 105 deg. the febrile symptoms are severe; 
above 105 deg. the patient is in eminent danger; above 106 to 
108 deg. a fatal issue may be expected. 

An individual yesterday well but who to-day has'a temperature 
of 104 deg. is either suffering from an attack of ephemeral, or 
malarious fever, or an acute inflammation of some internal organ, 
its precise location, or other signs must determine. Should it rise 
to 106 deg. the first day, it certainly is an ague or some form of 
malarious fever. If after the eruption of measles has faded, there 
is still a high temperature ; it may be determined that some com- 
plication exists. A rise in the declining stage of scarlatina shows 
the supervention of some of the sequel, as nephretis. 

In a case of pneumonia, if the temperature has begun to de- 
cline and then rises again it shows the invasion of another lobe. 
In this disease, if the heat does not rise above 104 deg. it is a mild 
attack ; if it should rise and continue above 104 deg. any length 
of time, with a quick pulse, it is not devoid of danger. In acase 
presenting the physical signs of pneumonia, if the temperature 
does not rise above 101.7 deg. it may be concluded no soft infil- 
trating exudation has taken place. In acute rheumatism a rise 
to 104 deg. indicates danger of cardiac inflammation. 

In nearly all the febrile affections there is a decrease from night 
to morning, and an increase from morning to night, this is a favor- 
able symptom even though febrile action is severe; but where the 
morning temperature is as high or higher than the evening pre- 
vious, the prognosis must be guarded, for it is a bad omen. 

A temperature of 103 to 104 deg. in any disease, shows that its 
Pourse is not checked. Convalescence can not be declared estab- 
lished, until the morning and evening temperature remain at the 
normal degree, that is, it can not be said to exist until the morbid 
process ceases. This will be indicated most quickly and posively 
by the thermometer. 

Diseased action may terminate slowly, lysis, or rapidly, crisis. 
If it be slow and regular, it is a sure sign of convalescence soon 
to be established ; but should it be slow and irregular, constant 
care and watchfulness should be used to prevent complications. 
It should be known that in diseases terminating by crisis the tem- 
perature may fall below the normal point, as to 95 deg. Such 
stages of collapse should be treated by stimulants and warm ap- 
plications, the thermometer thus giving an important clue to treat- 
ment. A sudden fall in a case of typhoid fever below 98 deg. is 
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indicative of intestinal hemorrhage. A quick fall to, or near, the 
normal degree in typhoid fever, pneumonia, or measles, points to 
the near termination of the disease. 


A fall of temperature below the healthy degree is rare. It 
sometimes occurs in the morning remissions of remittents, in the 
apyrexia of intermittents, in stages of collapse, in chronic wast- 
ing diseases, as cancer, and sometimes on the approach of death. 
In the algide stage of cholera the temperature varies in different 
parts of the body. Dr. Sutton states that the axilla may be at 
92° and in the rectum 102°. The axilla at 95° or 96° shows im- 
perfect reaction taking place. A range of 144° has been noted 
in this disease,.the extremes being 91:2° and 105.6°. 

Certain of the febrile diseases have, as it were, a normal range 
of temperature; this has been discovered and studied especielly 
in the malarious, typhus and typhoid fever, small-pox, scarla- 
tina, measles, rheumatism, pyema, pneumonia and acute tuber- 
culosis. 

So characteristic is the range of temperature in each of these 
diseases, that it becomes a most certain means of diagnosis, al- 
though by no means the only one. . 

In many cases of typhoid fever which may be simulated by 
severe cases of pneumonia. meningitis, peritonitis, malarious fever, 
etc., it constitutes the only means. By it we can distinguish 
which stands in the caustive relation in those cases called pneumo- 
typhoid and typho-pneumonia. 

The typical range in typhoid fever is as: follows: First day, 
morning 98.5°, evening 100.5°. Second day, morning 99.5°, 
evening 101.5°. Third day, morning 100.5°, evening 102.5°. 
Fourth day, morning 101.5°, evening 104°. In the second half 
of the first week the evening temperature is 103° to 104°, with 
® morning temperature one degree lower. In the last half of the 
first week the temperature of cases to be mild or severe so nearly 
coincides that it is but little use in the prognosis; but in the 
second week the cases diverge so that the prognosis may almost 
be based upon it. In tavorable cases during the second week, 
there will bea marked difference between morning and evening 
temperature, even though the latter be 104° to 105°, the morn- 
ing being one or two degrees lower, the range becoming less 
and less. 

The higher the temperature the more unfavorable. A contin- 
ued range of 104°, or the morning higher than the evening, is a 
bad sign and shows danger in the third week. In the third week 
begin those highly characteristic daily variations, when the differ- 
ence between morning and evening temperature amounts to four 
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to six degrees, these geadually cease until convalescence is declared 
in the third or fourth week. In severe cases these oscillations be- 
gin earlier, the latter part of the second week. The morning 
temperature is as high (104° and more) and differs but little from 
that of the evening, or the evening succeeding, it may be even 
higher. These cases: differ from the mild, in that the morning 
temperature is above the evening in typhoid, which is 103° to 
104°, whereas in the mild it is below. Complications are apt to 
occur in the third week. 

Therefore, if in a case presenting many of the characteristics of 
typhoid, we have a temperature of 108° or 104° on the first or 
second day, we have not a case of typhoid; likewise it holds good 
if on the eighth or tenth day it falls below 103°. 

But time will fail me to enter into a consideration of all the 
diseases in which the thermomater has been especially studied, nor 
is it necessary for my object, which is simply to.show why it 
should be used more extensively, and its benefits. 

The literature on this subject is still in its infancy and incom- 
plete, nor is it very accessible. I have consulted the works of 
Flint, Niemeyer and Aitken, especially the latter, with profit. An 
excellent work on this subject by Wunderlich, has just been pub- 
lished by the ‘““New Sydenham Society’’ and is now being dis- 
tributed. 

The thermometer is of especial benefit in those cases where from 
some cause or other we can not obtain correct information from 
the patient, as in children, the insane, and stupidly ignorant or 
designing persons. We have all seen children who bear the effects 
of disease with wonderful fortitude, whose replies are deceptive, 
timidity may prevent, and extreme youth be a complete barrier to 
correct information from them. In all such cases the thermometer 
is an invaluable aid. 

Many of the insane seem to be, and are, cuased, or blessed, with 
a complete insensibility to realize pain. I have seen lunatics in- 
flict upon themselves injuries, with indifference, which a sane 
person could not without extreme suffering. 

I will give a single incident from Dr. Davy, which is so instrue- 
tive that it will not need a single comment of mine. Dr. Davy, 
in making his experiments on the normal temperature of - the 
body, found a lunatic soldier who for many weeks exhibited a tem- 
perature of 104°. His appetite was good and digestion too. so far 
xs known. Remembering the condition to which I have alluded, 
he examined him closely, and detected extensive disease of the 
lungs. 

‘Lhe lunatic died in a month of acute tuberculonsis without any 
other expression of the disease thun the persistant high tempera- 
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ture. Post mortem examination revealed ulcers of the larynx; 
but there had been no affection of the voice; there were vomicze 
and tubercles of the lungs, but there had been no cough; there 
were ulcerations of the intestines, but there had been no diarrhea; 
there was disease of the testes, vesiculee seminales and also of the 
prostate of a severe kind, these had been equally latent during 
life, excepting a hardening of the testicle without pain. In this 
case the high temperature was the first and only indication of 
disease. 

To the surgeon its use, it seems to me, would be of great inter- 
est and instruction in traumatic fever after wounds and operations, 
giving warning, at least, of those unfortunate events which render 
many 2 brilliant operation a failure. 

In some instances I have been called to see female patients who 
had “pleurisy,” and persisted in that belief; had severe pain, 
shortness of breath—in short, they simulated pleurisy closely ; 
but the thermometer showed no increase of temperature, and some 
anti-spasmodics cured them in a few hours. In one case the pain 
complained of was so severe I gave two grains of sulph. morph. 
with ;5 gr. sulph. atropia in less than three hours without produ- 
cing any visible relief. This case was purely hysterical, and within 
twelve hours the patient was out in the street in spite of her pleu- 
risy and my morphia. In 1869 I was called to see a young lady 
suffering from an intense pain in the hip joint and extending down 
the thigh. Voluntary motion wes extremely difficult, but drawing 
the limb downward or pushing it upward produced no aggravation 
of the pain. Two medical gentlemen had seen her; one gave her 
a hypodermic injection of morphia, and both were inclined to 
prouounce it neuralgic. There was but slight increase of the 
pulse, and little or no fever apparent to the hand. But the ther- 
mometer showed a temperature of 101°, and I gave my diagnosis 
as acute rheumatism, neuralgia being unaccompanied with fever, 
and the next day my diagnosis was confirmed. 

It is of the utmost importance to keep a record of these obser- 
vations, not only for future reference, but also for self-defense. 
In regard to the latter consideration, I will relate the main points 
of a cise of importance, to me, at least. A young lady, aged 17, 
was attacked with a severe peritonitis. The first day the temper- 
ature was 100°; 24 day, 102°; 8d day, morning 1024°, evening 
105°; 4th day, morning 1024°, evening 103°; Sth day, morning 
1013°, evening 1032°; 6th day, morning 101}°, at 3 p.m. 103}°. 
It will be observed that the range for the last three days closely 
resembles that of typhoid at a corresponding period. At this 
time, being in doubt as to the termination of the case, I called a 
medical gentleman who was on a visit to the place to see her. 
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She now presented a truly typhoid appearance, dusky face, 
slight delirium, abdominal tenderness, tympanitic, &c. My friend 
was so much struck with this appearance that he was inclined to 
pronounce it typhoid with strongly marked abdominal symptoms, 
although he admitted the range of temperature, which I had re- 
corded, was against his diagnosis. But that evening the temper- 
ature sank to 102}°, and on the seventh, or next day in the morn- 
ing, it was 101°, and evening 1011°, and typhoid was excluded. 
The farther progress of the case substantiated my diagnosis. On 
the ninth day of the attack, the evening temperature was 99}°. 
On the tenth it began to rise, and on the fourteenth it stood at 
104°, and on the sixteenth it was down to 984°. 

During the last five days there was pain in the region of the 
right ovary, with tenderness on pressure, the rest of the abdom- 
inal tenderness having disappeared; I regard the latter rise in 
temperature entirely due to the efforts of nature to establish men- 
struation, for it was at this time just due. There was no external 
flow, however. I mention this, for I believe the menstrual epoch 
may, and at all times will, increase the fever when occurring dur- 
ing the course of inflammatory affections. Now, if in this case 
the gentleman mentioned had only seen my patient as he did, and 
with his strong convictions of typhoid, and she had died, as there 
was an uncomfortable prospect of her doing, the medical millen- 
nium not being at hand, he might have said some damaging things. 
I was treating her boldly by the ‘“‘opium plan,’’ giving four or five 
grains of morphine daily, which could not, by the wildest charity, 
be called good treatment for typhoid. 

Being an older and more experienced practitioner than myself, 
willful or indiscreet language on his part might have seriously in- 
jured me, but I had my record, by which I could have sworn it 
was not typhoid fever, Since suits of mal-practice are again be- 
coming fashionable, but I am glad to say unsuccessful, I can read- 
ily conceive of the great use of such a record. 

I have prepared and keep with me constan‘ly some blanks for 
recording my observation at the time of making, for the sake of 
accuracy and for comparison. Like every other instrument, one 
must become accustomed to its use before its true value is appre- 
ciated ; and when this skill is acquired, it becomes not a mere in- 
strument, but 2 valued guide and friend, guiding in regard to 
treatment and giving friendly support to diagnosis and prognosis. 

When the solemn responsibilities of life and death are upon the 
physician, if he be wise, he will watch the conduct of that glitter- 
ing, silvery little column as he would the lips of a prophet.— 


Buffalo Medical Journal, September, 1872. 





PART II. 


Abridged @ xtencts and Gleanings from our Exchanges 


MULTUM IN @®ARVO. 


“Use or Nux Vomica IN Certain NEvROSES oF ORGANIC 
Lire.—M. Brugnoli has employed nux vomica successfully in the 
nervous movements of pregnancy, gastralgia, dyspepsia, hypo- 
chondriasis, nervous palpitations of the heart, nervous and peri- 
odic cough, asthma, and finally, in albuminuria. This remedy 
acts either on the pneumogastric, or on the great sympathetic, or 
on the spinal cord. He records the case of a lady affected with 
a severe cough recurrifig every evening, and lasting throughout 
the night, who was cured in two days by the use of the nux 
vomica. Another patient was effected every evening with violent 
cough, accompanied by catarrhal expectoration, and was also 
cured in two days by the use of the alcoholic extract of nux vom- 
ica, mixed with the extract of gentian. Cough may always be 
allayed by this means, whether it be ccused by bronchitis, by 
pneumonia, by pulmonary phthisis, or by emphysema. It proves 
a remedy also in cases of cardiac pulsations, and in irregular or 
too frequent action of the heart. In albuminuria, M. Brugnoli 
has retarded its progress to some extent, especially in cases of 
scarlatinal albuminuria.’’—Journal de Medicine. 

‘‘This medicine, however, should be administered with judg- 
ment, and never given in cases depending on inflammation or or- 
ganic lesion of the brain or spinal marrow, until after the removal 
of the primary affection.” —U. S. D. 


“‘OXALATS# OF PotasH IN PERITONITIS.—Two cases of periton- 
itis with purulent effusion, the pus discharging itself by the um- 
bilicus, have been reported this year to the Medico-Chirurgical 
Society of Liege, as resulting successful. Other cases have also 
been reported, in which small doses of oxalate of potash in muci- 
lage were given every hour, with the best results, the patients be- 
ing perfectly and speedily restored to health.” 
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A Positive S1@n or Deatu.—In 1870 the Academy of Sciences 
of Paris offered a price of twenty thousand francs for some simple 
and positive sign of death, one which can be applied at any time 
by non-medical persons, requiring no instruments, and unmista- 
kable in its indications. 

Of course, a number have been spoken of. The latest, and 
perhaps the best, is that suggested by Dr. Hugo Magnus, of 
Breslau, in one of the latest numbers of Virchow’s Archiv. It 
is simple, physiological and conclusive. Everybody knows that 
when the circulation positively ceases, the man is dead. No mat- 
ter how profound the coma or trance, no matter how death-like 
the lethargy, some circulation must continue, be it ever so slug- 
gishly. When it stops once, resuscitation is impossible. 

All that one has to do, therefore, is to tie a string firmly around 
the finger of the supposed corpse. If there is the least spark of 
life left—that is, if the blood circulates at all, the whole finger, 
from the string to the tip, will gradually turn a bluish red, from 
the engorgement of the veins. Nothing else, no post-mortem in- 
filtration, can be mistaken for this appearance. 

We attribute a great deal of importance to this suggestion, and 
consider it the most practical and satisfactory of any we have 
seen.— Medical and Surgical Reporter. 


Worm MIxturE.— 


R.—Worm Seed Oil, ; ‘ f oz. j.—M. 
Turpentine Oil, . : ‘ -  £ 0. ij. 
Castor Oil, ; é ‘ : f oz. iij. 
Lime Water, ; : : ‘ f oz. x.—M. 

Shake well. 


Dose for a child one year old, one teaspoonful; for an adult, 
two teaspoonsful. Give three days in succession, and follow with 
cathartic, if required. 


Resorts oF Consumptives.—Dr. Lombard, in un Italian med- 
ical journal of recent date, La nuova Liguria Medico, June, 1872, 
has published an able essay, recommending for consumptives, and 
those threatened with weak lungs, a residence in cool and elevated 
localities, at least fifteen hundred feet above the level of the sea. 
Only such places should be chosen, however, as have comfortable 
accommodations, a generally clear sky, readiness of access, pleas- 
ant scenery, and the conveniences requisite for an invalid. Cold 
bathing, gymnastics, and open air exercise, abundance of milk, 
butter, nourishing fatty diet, good wine, and cod-liver oil, are the 
indispensable accessories. With these, the chances of a complete 
cure are very good, in the early stages.— Med. and Sur. Rep. 












The Georgia Medical Companion. 741 


InsecTrons or Ergot rn MaLapixs of THE UtERvs.—[Gazetta 
Med. Ital. Lombard., 1872, No. 4.]—Dr. Swideski, in a recent 
memoir, collects about forty cases in which subcutaneous injec- 
tions of ergot were employed in varivus diseases of the womb, es- 
pecially chronic metritis, in some displacements and in metror- 
rhagia; its action was in every case prompt and certain. The 
author used at first the solution of Beaujeau, and observes that, 
as the solution contains a larger quantity of alcohol, it acts more 
promptly, but excites greater pain, and frequently produces ulcers. 
The solutions employed are: 

1, Ext. aqua. secal, cornut., . ° gram. 2. 
Spir. vin. rectif.,. 
Glycerina, ; ae | 
2. Extr. aqu. secal. cor., ; . gram. 2 
Spt. vin. rectif., ge BEM ‘ 6:6 
Glycerina, ' ; . “12 
8. Extr. aqu. secal. cor., 
Spt. vin. rectiff., ‘ gram. 2 
Glycerina, ; ‘ ; esi 
4, Extr. aqu. secal. cor., ° gram. 1 
Spt. vin. rectif , ‘ ‘ ~' s 
Glycerina, : ; ‘ \ i B 
Aq. destil., . . ‘ ‘ 4 


In cases of chronic ulceration he employs solutions 8 and 4; 
where prompt action is needed, Nos. 1 and 2; the former (Nos. 
3 and 4) act in from one to two hours, the latter excite painful 
contractions in about half an hour. In some of the deviations of 
the womb the author reports the favorable results of the use of 
subcutaneous injectious of ergot ; he observes, however, that it is 
of no benefit if the case is of too long standing, if the uterus pre- 
sents considerable inflammation, or adheres to other organs in the 
vicinity. In chronic metritis the injections are employed every 
two or three days, and, even where a complete cure cannot be 
hoped for, the leuchorrhcea speedily ceases, and the uterus returns 
to its place.—New York Medical Journal. 


Ozokerit In Sxin Diseases.—H. 8. Purdon, M.D. (Dublin 
Quarterly Journal of Medical Science), recommends ozokerit, or 
vegetable wax, in the treatment of chronic affections of the skin, 
eczema of long standing, unaccompanied by much infiltration of 
the subcutaneous cellular tissue, tinea, scabies, and psoriasis. He 
states that it is as valuable as carbolic acid, oil of cade, or tar. 
Its action is regarded as that of a stimulant to the skin.— Medical 
Record. 
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SUPPURATION OF ONE-HALF Lose or CEREBRUM.—Dr. Schartz- 
enthal relates briefly the case of a man 30 years of age, a day 
laborer. who had suffered for over two weeks, in the commence- 
ment of May, in the year 1871, from pain in the head, with lan- 
guoy and want of appetite, followed by a severe fever of an entire 
month’s continuance. After this, apparent convalescene ensued, 
and the patient resumed his ordinary occupation. About four 
weeks he had left the hospital, whilst cngaged in an altercation, 
he received a blow upon the head, and instantly expired. Exam- 
ination after denth showed that the posterior half of the right lobe 
of the cerebrum was reduced to a circumscribed accumulation of 
pus, while the anterior half of the lobe and the entire left cerebral 
hemisphere were of a doughy consistence. The cerebellum was to 
some extent softened. Up to the period of his death, the patient 
had continued at labor without apparently the least difficulty.— 
Centralblatt f. d. Med. Wissenschaften, 1871, No. 12 from the 
Wien Med. Presse, 1871.—Amer. Jour. Med. Sciences. 


BuracHED Tincture oF Iopinz.—The Pharmacist and Chem- 
ical Record (July, 1872) gives the following formula for the above 
preparation : 


R.—tTinet. of iodine, 
Glycerine, pure, : . ; aa oz 1. 
Sulphite of soda, . i : dr i. 


Rub the salt to a powder ina small mortar, and add the glycer- 
ine gradually; then pour in the tincture of iodine and triturate 
gently until a solution is effected, and the mixture assumes an am- 
ber color. : 

It is claimed that the properties of iodine are increased by the 
addition of the sulphite of soda, and that the glycerine enhances 
its value and convenience for local application.— Medical and Sur- 
tcal Journal. 


DIFFERENTIAL DIaGNosis OF ANZMIC FROM ORGANIC MURMURS 
or THE Heart.—Dr. Jas. H. Hutchinson (Philadelphia Medical 
Times, Aug. 15, 1872), in a lecture on anzemia, states that he has 
found a peculiarity in cardiac murmurs arising from anemia, 
which is but obscurely alluded to by some writers on auscultation. 
The murmur will be found to be much more intense when the pa- 
tient is in the recumbent position than when he is cither standing 
or sitting. Having never failed to detect this greater intensity in 
the recumbent position in every instance in which he has auscul- 
tated anemic patients, Dr. H. believes it is a characteristic of 
some importance in the differential diagnosis of anzmic from or- 
ganic murmurs.—Lbid. 











The Georgia Medical Companion. 748 


Errscts oF Bap Arr ILLustrateD.—A striking example of the 
effects of vitiated air is detailed by Dr. R. A. Smith, of London, 
in Nature. It sets in a clear light the fact that no great diminu- 
tion of the percentage of oxygen in the air is necessary to make 
an atmosphere almost deadly to human beings, and the fact that 
we may be about as ignorant of the noxious quality of the air we 
are breathing, even while we are taking it into our lungs, as we 
are susceptible of injury from it. In some of his experiments he 
used an air-tight chamber, the atmosphere of which he vitiated by 
burning candles in it. On one occasion a young lady, who was 
anxious to make the experiment, got into this enclosure just as 
the candles were put out, and at the end of five minutes, during 
which she made light of the difficulty, it was necessary to help her 
out, the partial asphyxiation having taken place in an atmosphere 
in which the percentage of oxygen was about 19.0.—Medical and 
Surgical Reporter. 


Pitt FoR NEURALGIA.— 
R.—Ext. Hyosciamus, 


Ext. Valerian, 
White Oxide of Zine, . ; aa dr. j.—M. 


Make the mixture into sixty pills. One pill may be taken 
every three hours. This is a favorite old prescription of the Ger- 
man and French physicians, and as mentioned in many of their 
works on therapeutics. 


Sutpuite oF Sopa 1n Tenrza Capitis, ETC.—In the American 
Journal of Medical Science for October, 1869, Dr. Charles M. 
Watrous, of Pennsylvania, recommends the sulphite of soda, as a 
local application in tinea capitis, crusta lactea and similar affec- 
tions. In one case he used half an ounce to a pint of water, ap- 
plied constantly by compresses wet with the solution—making it 
weaker, as it caused smarting. In another case he used forty 
grains of the sulphite to half an ounce each of distilled water and 
glycerine, the parts moistened with this three or four times a day. 
This last prescription he has used in the ear three times a day in 
scrofulous otitis, dropping in a few drops after washing the ear 
out, and excluding the air by cotton wool. 


ANODYNE LINIMENT IN OTITIS.— 


R.—Ext. Belladonna, ‘ : . gt. % 
Aqua Dist, . ; , ; » 0%. 88. 
Glycerine, é ¢ ‘ i oz. ss.—M. 
S. A cotton ball soaked in the mixture to be placed in the ex- 
ternal auditory canal. M. T. 


ad 
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Neuralgia of the Testis—In the majority of cases, says Dr. 
Lazarus, in the Wiener Medical Presse, July, 1872, neuralgia of 
the testis is caused by abstinence from coition. Not in real celi- 
bates, however, but in those accustomed to indulge their passions, 
and who for any cause are prevented from doing so for a long time. 
It is often relieved by an involuntary nocturnal emission, or by a 
half successful coitus.(?) Unsatisfied sexual excitement produces 
it; hence its vulgar name, “horn colic.” 

As a very efficacious remedy, the Doctor recommends sulphate 
of zinc, both internally and hypodermically, in the usual doses. 
For the stomach, it may be combined with a little hydrocyanic 
acid.— Medical and Surgical Reporter. : 


Turpentine Mixture.—Dr. E. Hurd (Eclectic Medical Journal, 
August, 1872) says: For the following mode of giving the oil of 
turpentine, I am indebted to my friend, Dr. 8. H. Potter, of 
Hamilton, Ohio. - I have found it 6f great service in gastro-intes- 
tinal irritation : 


R.—Powdered Gum Arabic, - . - dr. jss. 
Peppermint Water, - - sixain 7 @Bpi- 
Castor Oil, - - - - = O% J. 
Spirits Turpentine, - - - - dr. jss. 

Ol Anise, - - . empe gtts. v. 
Syrup Rhei, - - + - = Of, iss. 
Syrup Ipecac, ‘Sa, a eee, oz. ss,—M. 


Make an emulsion. A teaspoonful every hour to children; a 
tablespoonful to adults. 


Bromo-Chloralum.—Dr. Cowling reported (Proceedings of Col: 
lege of Physicians and Surgeons, American Practitioner) that he 
had used this new agent as a disinfectant in the following cases 
among others, with the most satisfactory results: an enormous 
eancer of the face and upper jaw; abscess of the thigh after am 
putation; a large and very foul acscess between the shoulders. 


Adulteration of Aniline Colors.—According to Joly, sugar is 
now extensively used to adulterate the aniline colors. It can best 
be detected by treating the dye with a mixture of alcohol and 
ether, which dissolves the aniline and leaves behind the sugar.— 
New Remedies. 


Bromine as an Oxidizing Agent.—According to P. Waage, 
bromine is a very energetic oxidizer of all other substances, and 
will convert the sulphuret of a metal into sulphuric acid and the 
oxide of the metal—Wew Remedies. 
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On THE EMPLOYMENT oF CREASOTE IN Dearness,—By Dr. 


Harrison Curtis.—One of the principal causes of deafness is 
the absence of the secretion of cerumen in consequence of a fault 
in the action of the ceruminous glands. Oftenin my clinics, even 
when the deafness has continued for a long time, I have observed 
that it has no other cause, and on removing that I have caused 
the infirmity to disappear. It is very true that to obtain this re- 
sult, more or less time is necessary, according to the duration of 
the infirmity, and in proportion to the gravity of the first cause of 
. the inaction of the glands. After having cleansed the auditory 
meatus, and re-opened, so to speak, the orifice of the passage, by 
removing the morbid secretion which obstructs it, the use of a 
moderate stimulant is indispensable to re-establish the normal ac- 
tion of the glands. But before all, it is necessary to cleanse the 
auditory meatus, as no remedy can have the least effect, unless 
this operation has been well performed. In general I employ a 
preparation composed of half an ounce of beef’s gall and a drachm 
(um gros) of tincture of castor or tincture of musk. With it I 
moisten a piece of cotton, which I place in the auditory meatus at 
night, to soften the hardened cerumen. In the morning I 
syringe the ear with warm water, to which may be added an ounce 
of soap liniment and a little cologne. I have often substituted 
with advantage, for the preparation of beef’s gall and tincture of 
castor, the solution of potass of our pharmacopcea (London ?) with 
, the oil of sweet almonds, to dissolve the cerumen. 
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I would recommend for this operation, to be particular in the 
choice of a syringe. When the ear is well cleansed, and the 
glands are in such a state that a stimulant can act upon them, I 
would advise, in accordance with results which I have obtained 
from my. clinical experieace, the employment of a solution of crea- 
sote in oil of (sweet) almonds, to induce the ceruminous glands to 
resume their normal action. The following is the formula which 
I employ: 


ea EE TGS ae be i a oe tide ge : 


R.—Creasote, - - oan. f, dr. j; 
Oil of Sweet Almonds, - - - f. dr. iv.—M. 
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And with a badger’s hair-pencil put a small quantity in the au- 
ditory passages night and morning. I ordinarily commence with 
a solution of this strength, and augment the quantity of creasote 
according the effects obtained, Cases, however, present them- 
selves, in which no good result will be obtained from this applica- 
tion without applying behind the ear a vesicatory ointment of 
tartarized antimony, or other derivatives. In otorrhoa, and 
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always when there is pain or inflammation the creasote is contra- 
indieated. 

Its application causes no pain.or unpleasant sensation, but only 
an agreeable feeling of warmth.— Lancet. 


THE above article was published many years ago, but as the 
Senior Editor has used the treatment recommended with great 
success in many cases, we re-publish it for the benefit of those 
who have never read it. 


Witt SuLpHur Prevent Conception ?—Dr. H. J. Smith, of 
Blackshear, Pierce county, Georgia, narrates two cases, occurring 
under his own observation, where sulphur administered internally 
seemed to prevent conception. ,In the first case the medicine was 
given for hemorrhoids, and the patient, though cured of this dis- 
ease, persisted in itsuse. Quite prolific up to the time she com-’ 
‘menced the sulphur, she ceased to bear children; and this immunity 
from pregnancy has continued for six years. The second case is 
essentially similar, except that the sulphur was taken solely for 
the purpose of preventing conception. 

If the devil—the printer’s devil, of course, is meant—were 
at our elbow, he would, doubtless, suggest a future administration 
of sulphur to all who strive to violate the laws of maternity.— 
American Practitioner. 


Inerowine Toz-NaiL.—Dr. Finch writes to the British Medi- 
-eal Journal : 

Neither of the cutting operations is at all necessary for the com- 
plete and rapid cure of ingrowing toe-nail. If a small, thin, flat 
piece of silver plate be bent at one edge into a slight deep groove, 
and after the toe has been poulticed twenty-four hours, slipped 
beneath the edged of the nail, so as to protect the flesh from its 
pressure, and the rest of the thin plate bent round the side and 
front of the toe, being kept in position with a small portion of 
rosin-plaster passed round the toe, a speedy and almost painless 
cure will take place; and the patient, after the first day, has the 
additional advantage of being able to walk. I have followed this 
method in numerous cases with uniform success.-—Medical and 
Surgical Reporter. 


Arsor ViTz IN SMALL-Pox.—The leaves of Thuja Orientalis 
and GUccidentalis are employed in Belgium against small-pox. A 
tincture is prepared by macerating, for 10 days, 1 part of fresh 
leaves with 10 parts of 90 per cent. alcohol; it is given in water 
in doses of 10 drops.—Eelectie Medical Journal. 
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Soornine Syrurs.—Dr. Scudder (Eclectic Medical Jeeraal) 
asks: What shall we use in the painful ailments of childhood 
Where will we find a “soothing syrup?” I will answer these 
questions briefly: 

Using medicine in the olden way, I-have prescribed with excel- 
lent results: 


oe AE ES og eae en eae ar eae cee 


ee 


R.—Comp. Spirits Lavender, — - - = ap. ij. 
Tinct. Lobelia, - - - c “ dr. j, | 
Simple Syrup, = - ge A sO) TOE aes Pals : 


Dose, from ten drops to @ teaspoonful. There is nothing harm- 
ful in this prescription, and it will be found an excellent ‘‘domes- 
tic medicine.’ It is ‘good for colic, for colds, slight fevers, ete., 
and will give satisfaction. 

You have doubtless heard of ‘“catnip,’”’ possibly of ‘‘old cat- 
nip,” which we don’t want, for we always prefer our medicines 
from the fresh herb. Take of catnip leaves and tops when in full 
bloom and possessing the strongest odor, a sufficient quantity ; 
thoroughly bruise with your wife’s “potato masher,” and pack in 
a percolator, cover with proof spirit; let it stand for four days, 
then draw off, adding spirit until you have a piat of percolate for 
each eight ounces of herb. This tincture in the proportion of one 
to three of simple syrup, will be found an admirable “soothing 
syrup,’ and one of the best diaphoretics in the Materia Medica. 


in ordinary practice I find my “soothing syrups’ in aconite 
yp y g syrup 
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. and nux vomica, If a child is feverish and has pain or is restless | 
I give aconite. If there is an irritable state of the bowels, with i 
" greenish stools, ipecac is added. 
t But for coke nux is the remedy, and I rarely preseribe anything 
5 else. Qne drop to the ounce is the proportion for childhood, the 
d dose according to age, from a few drops to a teaspoonful. It is 
3 one of those things that “work like a charm,”’ and satisfies both 
d patron and physician. 
f 
. Tue Latest Cure rok CnoLEra.—We notice in the Alige- 
ne meine Medicinische Central-Zeitung, August 14, the latest cure 
is for cholera. It appears that the President of the Belgian Aca- 
od , demy of Medicine has received a communication from Taurus, re- 


lating that the Persian physicians have been using with signal 
success, in the present cholera epidemic, a drink called Ghiacourt, 


lis made of milk curdled with rennet. This is mixed with water and 
A ice, and given in small quantities repeatedly. 

sh The juice of unripe grapes with ice has also, it is said, been used 
ter with good results, though this latter, to our mind, would be more 


likely to produce than to cure the cholera. 
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A Srmvpte Meruop or Arresting Epistaxis.—While resident 
at the Philadelphia Hospital, I resorted to the following plan of 
arresting epistaxis, with entire success : 

I was called into the medical ward one night to a patient bleed- 
ing profusely from the nose, the simple measures usually resorted 
to—as cold, solution of tannic acid, alum, etc.—having failed to 
control it. Not having any of the more efficient means usually 
employed for the-arrest of such a hemorrhage, and seeing the dry 
tannic acid on the table, 1 remembered the directions given in 
cases of infantile coryza by Dr. Albert H. Smith, of this city, 
for softening the hardened secretion in the nostrils. He recom- 
mends the introduction of lard upon a roll of fine linen wrapped 
like an ordinary lamplighter. 

It occurred to me that'a similar roll of paper, moistened with 
water and coated with the dry tannic acid, inserted into the nose’ 
might be of service. I tried it, with immediate success. 

1 have since found that old linen answers the purpose better 
than paper applied as above, as it makes a better carrier, being 
softer, more flexible, and less liable to break down through excess 

‘of moisture. I have also found that the powder adheres better if 
soft lard be used instead of water. 

Any powdered styptic may be employed in the same manner. 
This plan presents the advantages of being always practicable, 
and of bringing the powder directly in contaet with the mucous 
membrane without danger of wounding it or of breaking down 
the delicate turbinated bones. 

I have tried this repeatedly with uniform success, and believe, 
if it were resorted to, that the disagreeable operation of plugging 
would seldom be found necessary.— Roland G. Curtin, M. D. 


For LumBRIcoIpEs— 


R.—Santonine, - . : - + gr. ij-v. 
Pulv. Jalap, - = + = — grs. v.—M. 
To be'taken at one dose at bed-time. 
R.—Fluid Extract Male Fern, - - - dr. iss. 


To be taken fasting ; follow in one hour with two ounces Oil of 
Turpentine in emulsion withegg. For Tape-worm, it is a certain 
remedy. 


AMMONIA FoR SnAKE-Brres.—Australian p2pers contain ac- 
counts of several cases of recovery from the bite of poisonous 
snakes due to the adoption of Prof. Halford’s plan of the injection 
of ammonia into the veins. This succeeded in several cases after 
other plans of treatment had been tried without any good effect. 
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ALcoHoLic TREATMENT OF WounpDs AND Atonic SorEs.—Dr. 
Thomas Cooke recommends the following method ; 

1. The abscess is opened in the usual way; any clean knife 
will do for the purpose. 

2. The wound is to:be washed first with tepid water, then with 
the spirit-lotion. 

3. A pad of lint or. sOme tow dipped in the lotion is to be ap- 
plied to the wound, and, if the cavity of the abscess be large, 
partly introduced into the same. 

4. A piece of gutta-percha tissue or oil-cloth is to be placed 
over the lint or tow, and a common bandage is to be applied. The 
“‘gpirit-lotion” used by Dr. Nelaton is ‘‘aleohol camphre,” which 
is nearly similar to the spiritus camphore of the British Pharma- 
copeia; Dr. See uses pure undiluted alcohol; Dr. Dolbeau, the 
same diluted with half water. My spirit-lotion is composed of 
equal parts of methylated spirits and common water. 

The carbolic system is, as a rule, never applied in any thing 
like the careful manner preseribed by Prof. Lister. Were it so 
applied, or rather, were it possible that it should be, no dressing, 
I believe, could supersede it. But where is the busy general prac- 
titioner, where is the surgeon to the out-patient department of al- 
most any public charity, who could afford time to attend one-half 
of the minute details above mentioned! Now, Prof. Lister’s plan 
has utterly failed wherever any one of these has been neglected. 
Hence its almost complete abandonment. 

The spirit-dressing is easy of application; the lotion I use is in- 
expensive; its therapeutical effects are very similar and almost 
equal to the best results ever obtained by the earbolic system. 
May I beg to recommend my dressing? 


Tur Castor-O1L EMpLsion.— 


R.—Castor Oil, - : - - - 0%. j. 
Sweet Milk, i ae ee ee 
Ess, Cinnamon and Sugar, - -  - q.s.—M. 


Boil afew minutes. To be taken at one draught. The taste of 
the easter oil is completely disguised. 


SypHitis—IopipEs oF AMMONIA AND, SopiuM.—It sometimes 
happens that, in cases of later secondaries, or tertiary syphilis, re- 
quiring the prolonged use of iodide of potassium, the drug ceases 
to produce any result, er is no longer tolerated. This may be pos- 
sibly owing to the deteriorating action of the base on the blood. 
Ammonium and sodium are not open to the same objection, an d 
iodides of either of these bases should be substituted.—Braith- 
waite’s Retrospect. 
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CIDER AND RHEUMATISM.—It has come to light that in certain 
parts of England, working people and even little boys employed 
to frighten birds away are compelled to take a considerable part 
of their wages in cider. Common laborers are requirad to take 
three pints per day, carters and shepherds four pints, und boys 
one pint. Women who work out are required to take one quart 
daily. Aside from the moral evils of the practice, it is found that 
the health of the laborers is seriously affected, and that rheuma- 
tism is a frequent result; as might be expected on the prevalent 
theory that that disease is caused by, or is assoeiated with, lactic 
or uric acid in the blood, The subject has enlisted the attention 
of the House of Commons, and proceedings. have ‘been instituted 
for the purpose of correcting the evil.— Pacific Medical Journal. 


BuIsTERs IN ORcHITIS, CHRONIC GoNORRHEA, ETC.—D. W. H. 
Galt (Proceedings of College of Physicians and Surgeons), recently 
saw a case of swelled testicle which, after resisting the usual 
remedies, had yielded very quickly to a blister applied on the in- 
side of each thigh, as recommended by Dr. Furneaux Jordan. 
He had found blisters applied in the same locality exceedingly effi- 
cient in chronie gonorrhea. A ease of threatened abscess of the 
labia had been averted by blisters used as stated. 


GoNoRRHEA—CARBOLIC AciD.—The following is an excellent 
injection in gonorrhea: Carbolic ac‘d, eight grains; tannic acid, 
eight grains; glycerine, half an ounce; water to one ounce.— 
Braithwaite’s Retrospect, 


Heatine or ULcers.py SzeruM.—I have had several opportu- 
nities, during the year 1871, of trying the method I explained the 
previous year, of healing ulcers by covering them with serum. I 
propose to enlarge the observations during the coming year, and 
vary the methods already employed. Several striking results 
have, however been got. In one case, for example, a sore the size 
of a penny was healed in forty-eight hours ; im another, one of 
three ulcers, each about the size of a florin, was experimented 
upon, and closed in three days, while the other two, in all respects - 
similar, but treated by ‘‘ water-dressing,” remained unchanged. 
In another case, four hours and a half sufficed to produce a thin 
bluish eovering of epithelium, like the ‘ healing line’” along the 
edge of contracting sores. Considerable eare is requisite to ensure 
success, as the fluid must be carefully protected from contact till 
it “sets.” When these experiments are complete, I will give an 
account of them.—Glasgow Medical Journal—Canada Lancet. 











The Georgia Medical Companion. 751 


PLuaaine THE RectuM FoR HemorrwAGEe.—William Alling- 
ham, F. R. C. 8., Surgeon to St. Mark’s Hospital for Fistula, 
London, (in his work on Fistula, Hemorrhoids, ete.) recommends 
the following procedure if secondary bleeding occurs after an op- 
eration for piles. When called to a case of hemorrhage, always 
arm yourself with a full-sized, bell-shaped sponge, and plenty of 
cotton wadding. Take also sume persulphate of iron or powdered 
alum. Thread a strong silk ligature through near the apex of 
your cone-shaped: sponge, and bring it back again, so that the 
apex of the sponge is held ina loop of the thread. Then wet 
the sponge, squeeze it dry, and powder it well, filling up the 
lacune with the iron or alum. Pass the forefinger of the left 
hand into the bowel, and, upon that as a guide, push up the 
sponge, apex first, by means of a metal rod, bongie, penholder, 
or a rounded piece of wood, if nothing better can be had. The 
sponge should be carried up the bowel at least five inches, the 
double thread hanging outside the anus. When this is so placed, 
fill up the whole of the rectum below the sponge thoroughly and 
carefully with cotton wool well powdered with the alum or iron. 
When the bowel is completely stuffed, take hold of the silk liga- 
ture attached to the sponge, and while with one hand you pull 
down the sponge, with the other hand push up the wool. The 
joint action will spread out the sponge, like opening an umbrella, 
and bring the wool compactly together. The plug should remain 
in at least a week, and it may be retained a fortnight or more.— 
Medical Record. 


Nirric Acip In PeRtTussIs.— 
R.—Acid Nit. dil., , ° ; ‘ f dr xij 
Tinet. Card. comp., . ‘ . ‘ f dr iij. 
Syrup simple, . ‘ ; ; . fo iijss. 
Water, f R ‘ , : f oz j.—M. 
Of this, a teaspoonful is given as a dose every hour or every 
second hour, to be followed with a gargle of solution of carbonate 
of soda to prevent the action of the acid upon the teeth. 


A Userut Form or Distnrectant has been recently brought 
into use in England, namely, sawdust soaked in a saturated solu- 
tion of carbolic acid. It is convenient for many purposes, cheap, 
easily prepared, and not liable to be swallowed accidentally, as 
ordinary liquid disinfectants are. 


RELATION oF Sypuiiis To Insanity.—Dr. Mildnen, director of 
the Lunatic Asylum ir Klosternenberg, Austria, states that of 
5,529 patients received at that instituiion during the period of 
fourteen years, in only seven cases, or 1.2 per cent., could the 
occurrence of insanity be traced as due to syphilis. 
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VALUE OF Myrru.—Dr. de Savignac, in speaking of this drug, 
remarks, that he has seen painful dyspepsia rapidly relieved, and 
even cured, by the use of this gum-resin, either prescribed alone 
or in combination with other medicines, as bismuth, bicarbonate of 
soda, etc. Myrrh in these cases relieves the pain, awakens appe- 
tite, gives tone to the stomach, and renders digestion more active 
and regular. Besides these actions, it proves a general tonic in 
those gastralgiz that are connected with various chronic diseases, 
and particularly with anzemia and chlorosis. But this last is often 
accompanied by amenorrheea, and as strength returns the catame- 
nia reappear. Cullen regarded myrrh as being only indirectly an 
emmenagogue ; but Sydenham and many others have thought it 
exerted a direct action on the uterus. Its pectoral properties, he 
thinks, have been exaggerated, though it may aid other remedies 
in calming the cough and facilitating expectoration. He has 
found it particularly useful in vaginal and uterine catarrhs, and 
especially when applied topically in the form of vaginal injec- 
tions, containing one to three drachms of tincture or vinegar of 
myrrh in a quart of water. Mattiolli and some others have pre- 
scribed it with success in intermittent fevers, but further evidence 
is required on this point. Alibert admits its value as a topical 
remedy in skin affections, and it has been largely used for ulcers, 
for the dressing of wounds, and cases of caries and necrosis, and 
as an antiseptic in wounds of the soft parts of a bad nature, likely 
to become gangrenous. For this purpose the tincture of myrrh 
is best adapted. As an internal remedy, acting as an excellent 
stomachic, he strongly recommends the following prescription for 
the wine of myrrh: 


Picked myrrh, . , . 20 grammes. 
Rind of Seville oranges, ‘ = 4 
Malaga wine, ; ‘ ‘ 1} pint. 


Macerate for ten days and filter. 


Tue Tincture or Evcatyprus 4s A Dressine FoR WounDs.— 
M. Demarquay, in the course of some experiments at the Maison 
Municipale de Ja Sante of Paris with the tincture of the leaves of 
this plant, which has a very agreeable odor, and is believed to pos- 
sess disinfecting, antiseptic and healing properties, found that it 
often gave good results in cases in which the more usual remedies 
had failed. He adds that the tincture acted not merely by disin- 
fecting and ameliorating the surface to which it was applied, but 
that its effect in removing the foetid odors which had rendered the 
patients unable to eat or sleep was still more beneficial.—Phéla- 
delphia Medical Journal. 
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On THE Usn. or Ercot.or Ryz 1n Dysentery.—M. Luton, of 
Rheims, states (Gaz. Hebdomadaire, Oct. 1871) that during, an 
epidemic of dysentery which lately prevailed at Rheims, he em- 
ployed in the cure of the disease most of the remedies which are 
considered efficacious, and met with various degrees of success. 
The epidemic was not a very severe one, and most of the patients 
recovered ; but, in the majority of the cases, it appeared to M. 
Luton that the therapeutical action was not very evident, nor the 
relief rapid ; and moreover some of the patients, especially among 
the most aged, died. It was therefore desirable that some new 
method of treatment should be found, which might give more sat- 
isfactory results, and the opport: nity of doing so was offered by 
the case of a female patient, who was suffering at the same time 
from uterine hemorrhage and dysentery. The ergot of rye was 
preseribed successfully for the former malady, and it was found 
that the latter was likewise benefitted. by the remedy ; and, in fact, 
as soon as the first doses had been given, a condition of constipa- 
tion was induced, which lasted for four or five days. This first 
experiment led to the use of the ergot in simple dysentery, and it 
was found that an improvement in the symptoms, and eventually 
a complete cure, followed the new plan of treatment. M. Luton 
gave the ergot in powder, in the dose of 3 grammes (about 46 
grains) a day, divided into doses of 50 centigrammes (abous 7} 
grains); and two or three days generally sufficed for a cure in or- 
dinery cases. The ergot appeared to attack not only the hemor- 
rhagic element of dysentery, but the whole disease ; and the mu- 
cous secretions, the griping, colic, and fever, were equally relieved 
at the very commencement of the treatment.—Brit. and For. Med. 
Chir. Rev., April, 1872. 


A Goop Nirro-Mourtratic Bata.— 
R.—Nitrie Acid, 
Muriatic Acid, ; ; ‘ P aa OF i. 
Mixed together in a pint of water. Put enough of this mix- 
ture into the quantity of water designed for a bath to make it as 
sour as strong vinegar. Use hot or cold water, as the patient 


may prefer. It should be strong enough to make the skin itch or 
tingle. W. H. 


SuLPHITE oF Sopa IN VaRIoLA.—Dr. Maurice Pflaum, of Pitts- 
burg, Pa., comes to the conclusion that sulphite of soda, given at 
any time before the eruption has fully come out, will invariably 
cut short the disease, even more effectually than quinine does in- 
termittent fever. 
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Doewoop.—In reference to the case of poisoning in Missouri 
from the use of Peruvian bark and dogwood bitters, a correspon- 
dent suggests that physicians should be careful in prescribing and 
druggists in putting up powders and extracts of dégwood. The 
American dogwood is astringent, aromatic and tonic, and is valu- 
able as a remedy in low and intermittent fevers. The introduc- 
tion of quinine has, however, nearly banished this substitute for 
cinchona from practice, except as a domestic remedy. There is 
also a dogwood, a native of the West Indies, bearing the commer- 
cial name of “Jamaica Dogwood,” which is a powerful narcotic, 
and is used in poisoning fish. The accidental substitution of the 
latter of these remedies for the American dogwood would be at- 
tended with serious and, in many cases, fatal results. 


ANIMALCULES IN BUTTERMILK.—Dr. J. P. Brown, of Galt, 
Ontario, in the Canada Lancet for August, gives an account of a 
family poisoned by drinking buttermilk, which, on examination 
with the microscope, was proved to contain immense numbers of 
animalcules. He thinks the germs which produced them were ta- 
ken in by the cow in the water she drank, and found their way 
into her blood through the lacteals. The symptoms were those 
of narcotico-irritant poisoning, viz: vomiting, purging, cramps, 
stupor, etc. We think it much more probable that the organisms 
were produced in the milk after it was taken from the cow.—Pa. 
cific Medical Journal. 


Catorat-Hyprate IN Spasmus Gtorripis.—[Jahrbuch fur 
Kinderkrankheiten, 4. H., 1871.]—Dr. Rhen treated a case of 
spasmus glottidis, which had assumed a threatening character 
through the severity and frequency of the attacks, with chloral- 
hydrate. The attacks were perceptibly lessened and finally qui- 
eted. The child thus treated was seven months old. The medi- 
cine was well borne, and produced no disturbances of digestion. 


Oxripz oF SILveR IN MENoRRHAGIA.— 
R.—Argent. Oxid., ° ‘ oe SS 


Ext. Tarax., 
Tragacanth pulv., , . , 
M. f. Pill. Na. 6. One to be taken each day. 


OccUPATION IN THE CavsaTION or Sxrn Drseasz.—Mr. Bal- 
manno Squire, of London, an acknowledged authority on skin 
disease, affirms that the majority of the cases are found among 
book-binders, dyers, tanners, hatters, weavers, leather cutters and 
fur-workers, all of whom have much to do with animal products. 


aa grs. V. 
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Tae Warm Baru in SMaui-Pox.—Dr. Stokes, Regius 
Professor of Physic in the University of Dublin, recommends, in 
the Dublin Journal of Medical Sciences, for January, 1272, the 
use of the warm bath in the treatment of small-pox. He says: 
‘* We cannot doubt that the mortality in small-pox hospitals would 
be greatly diminished by the use of the bath.” After describing 
a very severe case of confluent small-pox, in which the patient is 
kept alive only by stimulants, he said the trial of the warm bath 
was suggested to him by Mr. Smyly. “The effect was instantan- 
eous and marvellous. The delirium ceased as if by magic. It 
was the delirium of pain; and the patient exclaimed: ‘Thank 
God! thank God! I am in heaven! Iam in heaven! Why didn’t 
you do this before?’ The fetor immediately and completely dis- 
appeared, so that, on entering the ward, no one could suppose that 
there was a case of small-pox in it. He was kept at least seven 
hours in the bath.” This case, and its singular result, in addition 
to the experience of Hebra, justify the recommendation of the 
use of the bath.—Philadelphia Med. Times. 


AntTI Dysprptic PILL In CAsEs oF AToniIc Dysprresta.— 


R.—Potass. sulph. ‘ ‘ > 02 ij. 
Cubeb pulv. ; ‘ ‘ : oz j. 
Ginger pulv. 

Rhei, pulv. -. . ; aa 02 88. 
Oil Gaultheria, ‘ ; .  gtt xx. 
Mucilag. Accacie, . ° : q 8. 


M. H. Pill. No. 70. 


Dose one before each meal.” 


It will doubtless be of value in many cases which require a 
mildly stimulating laxative to aid a feeble digestion. New Hamp- 
shire Jour. of Medicine. 


RaiLtway A1R-CusHion.—Persons unused to travel often suffer 
much fatigue in the lower limbs from a long journey by rail, which 
is attributed to the tremulous motion communicated from the floor 
of the car. Those who have experienced the difficulty there is in 
walking over a bridge or a loose plank road while a vehicle is 
passing by, and the painful effort required to keep the legs in trim, 
will appreciate the case. As a preventive, it is recommended to 
rest the feet on an air-cushion. Footstools of this kind are made 
for the purpose. All invalids and persons unused to hardships 
would do well to supply themselves with this simple contrivance 
before entering on the overland journey by rail—Pacifie Medical 
Journal. 
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Nicorine 1n Trranus.—Dr. E. M. Wath relates, in the Aus- 
tralian Medical Journal for September, 1871, a case of acute te- 
tanus, marked by ‘terrible opisthotonos,” in which he injected 
into the areolar tissue of the thigh half a drachm of a solution, 
one drop of pure nicotine in an ounce of water. The pulse 
immediately sank to sixty; all the muscles. relaxed, except, 
those of the neck; and presently the patient began to perspire. 
He fell into a sound sleep for four hours, after which he had fully 
recovered speech. On awaking he saad that he felt ‘“‘all benumbed.” 
He then took some wine and water, and an egg beaten up in milk. 
The injection was used at, twelve o’clock at night. The patient 
awoke about four o'clock next morning. One hour later a pill of 
one grain of extract of nicotine of the Hessian Pharmacopeia 
was administered to him. He again awoke drowsy at nine A. M. 
Although his body felt very sore, the tetanie symptoms had ceased, 
and from this time his bowels and bladder acted regularly. A 
pill of the same extract was given for three. nights following, after 
which the patient felt and continued well—Medical and Surgical 
Reporter. 


A Goop Prescription IN FactaL NeuraLe1a.— 


R.—Distilled water, ‘ : » f oz ij. 
Valerianic acid, . ‘ . f oz j. 
Subcarbonate of ammonia ‘ q. 8., 


to neutralize the acid, add, 
Alcoholic extract of valerian, ° > scr ij. 
Dose, one teaspoonful three times a day. 


VEGETABLE GROWTHS IN THE Ear.—Since the year 1844, 
when the attention of the profession was first called to the subject, 
the growth of minute fungi in the ear has been reported to be a 
common cause of disease of that part. The meatus, canals, and 
tympanum are sometimes covered with the growth in the form of 
white or yellow mold on their surfaces. Brof. Seely of Cincin- 
nati reports in the “ Clinic”’ three cases of diseased ear in which 
he detected the fungus Aspergillus. Tinnitus, inflammation, and 
the accumulation of wax are the attendant symptoms. The treat- 
ment consists of the application of a solution of carbolic acid, five 
grains to the ounce of water.. As it is found impossible to trans- 
plant the ectophytes to a healthy ear by inoculation, we suspect 
they are the effects of disease rather than the cause.—Pacific 
Medical Journal. 7 
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SLEEPING TO DeatH.—The British Medieal Journal (Aug. 10, 
1872,) refers to the singular and always fatal and lethargic dis- 
ease (Jethargus) occasionally observed to be prevalent among the 
negroes of West Africa. 

r. T. H. Bailey, who has observed it there, but who is not 
able, more than others have been, to explain its pathology, des- 
cribes it briefly, as follows: It is one of the curiosities of medi- 
cine. As the name implies, the principal, and, in fact, only symp- 
tom that presents itself is letharthy, and one case is essentially a 
stereotype of all. The patient, usually a male adult, is seized 
without any premonitory symptom, with a sensation of drowsiness, 
which continues rapidly to increase, in spite of all efforts to throw 
it off, until he sinks into a profound and seemingly natural sleep. 
This continves for about twenty-one days, when death takes place. 
Throughout the course of the disease, the patient preserves a quiet 
and peaceful countenance, may be easily aroused for a short time, 
will take nourishment, and generally answers a few questions in a 
perfectly rational manner. The pulse, respiration and tempera- 
ture, remain normal throughout; the pupil is neither dilated nor 
eontracted to any noticeable extent, and the urine and feces are 
voided with comparative regularity. With the exception of, the 
abnormal tendency to sleep, nothing exists to denote disease.”’ 
Many careful post-mortem examinations have been made by com- 
petent men, but nothing of an abnormal character has been found. 
Dr. Smith, colonial surgeon at Freetown, says that every remedy 
that could possibly be of any avail had been used, without any 
apparent beneficial effect. They sleep on and glide into eternity, 
in spite of professional skill.—Med. and Surg. Jour. 


Sore NippLes.— 
R.—Balsam of Peru, . ‘ ‘ f oz j. 
Sulph. ether, ‘ , : f oz iij.—M. 
This heals the fissures quickly and does not harm the child. 
I give another formula which I think very good. 
R.—Pith of sweet almonds, .. ee. Sec co Gm Ee 
Gum Arabic, ° , . OBJ. 
Rose water, , ‘ ‘ ‘ f oz ij. 
Balsam of Peru, . é ‘ f dr ss.—M. 
This is to be applied in the same manner as before directed. —N. 


CHLORIDE oF Sopa.—A mixture of one part with seven or eight 
of water has been successfully used in chilblams and burns, and 
also for bad wounds, especially for sores in which mortification has 
commenced, 











758 The Georgia Medical Companion. 


THE PHOSPHATE OF Sopa has two uses—as a restorative—and 
for its influence upon the intestinal tract. As a restorative I em- 
ploy it’ extensively with children, in those cases where there is 
impaired nutrition, with pallidity of tongue and mucous mem- 
branes. In these cases it will be found to exert a markedly ben- 
eficial influence. It is generally administered in milk in doses of 
one to three grains, four times a day. We occasionally find a 
case in the adult where it will prove beneficial. These are uni- 
formly marked by the pallid mucous membranes, and inaction of 
the bowels, The dose will vary from five to fifteen grains. 

Its second use is as a laxative for children. We find cases of 
constipation that will yield to no remedies, the child suffers from 
indigestion, and occasionally from colic. In these cases phosphate 
of soda in doses of from three to five grains, three times a day, 
will give permanent relief. 

Phosphate of soda is also an excellent laxative for the adult, 
especially in cases of habitual constipation, with hardened feces. 
In these cases twenty to thirty grains in a large glass of water is 
taken on going to bed at night. 


OINTMENT FOR ITCHING OF THE ANUS.— 


R.-—Glycerine, . . : . oz 1. 
Creosote, . . ‘ . gtt xx. 
Starch, ‘ , . . me 
Oxide of zine, , ‘ . ; dr i.—M. 

S. Apply to the parts. M. G. 


Magnetic WELLS.—Among the humbugs of the day are mag- 
netic wells. They are found in various parts of the country, and 
are increasing rapidly in number. The magnetic quality of the 
water is ascertained by connecting a quantity of it in a vessel 
with the earth by means of a soft iron wire. The wire immedi- 
ately gives signs of the presence of magnetism when tested by 
the magnetoscope. Such wells are proved to be highly medicinal, 
and a number of wonderful cures are already reported. Unfor- 
fortunately, however, some one tried the magnetic experiment with 
other water, and found that the water of wells and springs in gen- 
eral displayed the same phenomenon. He went farther, and tried 
the empty cup, without any water, and still the magnetoscope told 
the same story. It is scarcely necessary to add that the effect is 
due to terrestrial magnetism, and that nearly all iron is more or 
less magnetic.—Pacefic Med. and Surg. Journal. 
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CHLORAL In AstHMmatic Broncuitis.—Dr. Caspar Morris says 
he was recently in attendance upon a lady who suffers from fre- 
quently recurring attacks of bronchitis, with asthma. The skin 
was hot, the frequency and difficulty of respiration very great, 
the rales loud and musical, and the secretion very profuse, so that 
the mucus could be poured from the cup in an abundant, ropy 
stream. His attention had been arrested by the account recent] 
published, that the hydrate of chloral might be of service. He 
ordered five grains in one fluid drachm of the syrup of lactuca- 
rium of Aubergier, to be repeated in two hours, if required. The 
two doses afforded entire relief; and she has found great comfort 
since from a single dose taken at bed-time, a good night’s rest 
being secured by it. He mentions it as a valuable aid in the treat- 
ment of this intractable and distressing disease.—American Jour- 
nal of Medical Science. 


For CHoLera INFANTUM.— 





R.—Bismuth subnit., ’ , : , ass; MM de 
Syr. zinzib., . ‘ . were 
Tr. cinnam., F , ‘ ‘ viz <1 
(a ne wis -  « gtt. xviij. 
Syr. acaciz, .  . ‘ oz. j.—_M 


Dose, a teaspoonful four times daily to children frum one to 
two. years old. To be continued until all disposition to vomiting 
disappears, and the fecal dejections diminish in frequency and be- 
come more consistent, which very generally obtained in from three 
days to a week, sometimes sooner. 


CeREBRO-SpinaL Menineitis.—Dr. T. L. Wright (Cincinnati 
Lancet and Observer, July, 1872) says this seems to be a blood 
disease ; specific, and gw generis. 

If this is, indeed, a correct opinion, it follows, from what we 
know that the sulphites, and especially the bisulphite of soda, will 
prove prophylactic. 

I am using this preparation in doses varying from one grain to 
ten or fifteen grains, twice a day, among my friends to prevent 
the disease from breaking out. 


LAXATIVE PILL— 
R.—Podophyllin, 


Leptandrin, ° 8 ‘ aa grs. ix. 
Capsicum, 
Sulphur, aa grs. Vill. 


M. et fiat mass., in pillulas xii dividenda. 
One pill may be taken every night, or often enough to keep the 
bowels soluble and regular. 



























atta Sx 


—— acineatica elastase ——— a ee : 
See - — a ne SASS ees Se 
Sat SS 2 = 5 ee eee SESS SSS 








SS Se 





Se ene 


sear eas 









S200 = 


ee es 
= 2 ses 
















760 The Georgia Medical Companion. 


INFLAMMATION OF THE Kipnnys FoLLowiIne THE EXTERNAL 
APPLICATION OF TaR.—Although the theory of metastasis in the 
treatment of skin diseases has been for a long time vigorously 
combatted by Prof. Hebra, there still lurks in the minds of cer- ‘ 
tain writers of eminence, among whom may be mentioned Nie- 
meyer, that where a morbid secretion of the skin is suddenly sup- 
pressed, some injurious effects may be produced upon the internal 
organs, owing, perhaps to the additional labor they are called 
upon to perform in eliminating this morbid matter. 

In the case here reported by Dr. Kirchhelm, (Beliner Kiin 
Wochenechrift, May 6, 1872,) ‘very serious internal lesions were 
found to follow the cure of an eczematous eruption, but the un- 
favorable result is ascribed by that gentleman not to any metas- 
tasis of the eruption, but rather to the irritating effect upon the 
kidneys of the tar employed externally in the course of the treat- 
ment. This agent, when applied externally, is absorbed by the 
skin, and is eliminated by the kidneys, and Hebra is in the habit 
of warning students, that where an extensive portion of the body 
is smeared with any of the preparations of tar, pain in the kid- 
neys and strangury may be produced. In no instance, however, 
does he appear to have met with any serious effects from this mode 
of treatment. 

The patient of Dr. Kirchhelm was a robust young man who 
entered the hospital: on account of an infiltrated eczema of the 
lower extremities, of about a month’s duration. By the aid of 
the usual baths and applications of soap, oleum jecoris, unguen- 
tum diachylon, etc., the eruption was soon brought back to a con- 
dition of eczema squamosa, after which a preparation of oil of 
cade and glycerine was applied on three consecutive ‘days. On 
the fourth day indications of general constitutional disturbance 
were noticed, such as headache, loss of appetite, pain in voiding 
urine, etc., so that the application of the tar was at once sus- 
perided. The symptoms instead of abating, however, increased in 
severity. Severe pain was now experienced in the region of the 
kidneys; the urine was reduced in quantity and loaded with albu- 
men; the skin assumed an cedematous appearance, while the se- 
rous infiltration of the lungs was so great as to occasion great 
dyspnea. After a dangerous illness, lasting nearly three months, 
and complicated by an attack of pneumonia, the patient had the 
good fortune to recover, completely relieved, by the way, of his 
eczema.— Boston Medical ana Surgical Journal. 


M. Barta, who, since Trousseau’s death, has had a large share 
of the consulting practice of Paris, is President of the Academy 
of Medicine of Paris for 1872. 
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Fatal Case oF PgRiToniTIs FotLowine a SineLE EXAmina- 
TION oF THR VaGina.—Mr. Gillette reports [ Gaz. des Hopitauz, 
No. 57, 1872; Allg. Med. Cent. Zeitung, July 6, 1872,] the fol- 
lowing case of death from peritonitis, following a single vaginal 
examination, occurring in the case of a woman who had entered 
the hospital on account of a prolapse of the vagina. The patient 
was forty years of age, and desired admission to the hospital, 
complaining of general weakness and a feeling of weight in the 
perineum, attributed to a prolapse of the uterus, She had given 
birth to one child ten years previous. For about a year a profuse 
hemorrhage had occurred at the menstrual epoch. After allowing: 
her to rest for three days, a vaginal examination was made, at 
which it was ascertained that a moderate prolapse of the uterus 
existed. There was no indication that any pain was inflicted at 
su examination, nor was any attempt made to introduce a spec- 
ulum. 


On the following day a severe peritonitis ensued, the symptoms. 
being all well marked, and the woman died in forty-eight minutes 
after the commencement of the attack. At the autopsy there was 
found, in addition to the usual changes of peritonitis, a decided 
congestion of the left Fallopian tube and ostiwm abdominale. The 
left ovary was congested and enlarged, while between it and the 
tube was found a cavity filled with pus, and lined with a false 
membrane. A small sub-peritoneal abscess was also found. 
These lesions, then, of the ovary and the neighboring parts 
formed the point of origin for the peritonitis, while the mucous 
membrane of the uterus was merely the seat of a fungus-like 
softening. It has been observed by Nelaton that there not unfre- 
quently exists some latent affection of the appendages of the 
uterus, the result generally of chronic inflammation, or the pres- 
ence of some fungous or fibrous growth, and that the abdominal 
pains induced thereby leads the patient to seek surgical advice. 
In these cases the simplest examination of the vagina may be 
followed by severe and even fatal results. Recamier, moreover, 
reports in this connection that two cases have come under his no- 
tice in which death ensued in forty-eight hours after some appli- 
cation had been made to the cavity of the womb. 


These unfortunate instances should put the surgeon on his 
guard, when called upon to examine women, in cases where there 
may be any suspicion of latent disease in the appendages of the 
uterus, as indicated by the presence of pain in the iliac region. 
It should also be borne in mind that the instrumental examina- 
tions of the womb, when accompanied by pain, may be followed 
by the most serious results.— Boston Med. and Surg. Jour. 

47 
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CANCER OF THE Tonsiits.—Mr. Alfred Poland, in the course of 
@ paper in the April number of the British and Foreign Medico- 
Chirurgical Review, after alluding to the great rarity of cancer 
of the tonsils, and to its inevitably fatal termination, says that it 
may be either primary or secondary, or of the medullary or scirr- 
hous form. In regard to the diagnosis of the disease, he adds 
that ‘‘in the early stage of both forms of the disease there is no 
distinguishing mark to guide us as to the nature of the disease. 
Enlargement of the tonsil is the only sign, and this does not 
arrest the attention of the patient, nor excite any suspicion in 
the mind of the surgeon, in consequence of the very frequent oc- 
currence of subacute and chronic inflammation of the glands in a 
very great majority of persons. As the disease advances, the 
peculiar nature of the fatal disease begins to develop itself. When 
rapid, it steadily encroaches upon the fauces and pharynx, involves . 
the lymphatic gland at the angle of the jaw, and afterwards the 
cervical glands, and soon destroys the patient. The scirrhous 
variety, on the contrary, may often fail to be recognized; but its 
slow progress, and its becoming ulcerated and excavated on its 
surface, render it less liable to be confounded with chronic hyper- 
trophy and syphilitic ulceration. However, both these diseases 
have passed for cancer; and, on the other hand, cancer has been 
presumed when subsequent results have disproved the supposition. 
Excessive hardness, implication of the lymphatic glands, peculiar 
ulceration, fetid discharges, increasing growth, and peculiar ca- 
chexia, seem to be its characteristics,” 

In speaking of the treatment, Mr. Poland says that, whenever 
there is any reason to believe that there is a syphilitic taint, iodide 
of potassium should be given, and in any case it might be well to 
give the patient the benefit of the doubt. He refers approvingly 
to Dr. Cheever’s operation in extirpating an encephaloid tonsil 
and an enlarged gland at the angle of the jaw, by an external in- 
cision in the neck. ‘This operation appears to have been per- 
formed, however, by Langenbeck in 1865, and by Huetur in the 
same year. Caustics, and escharotics generally, only aggravate 
the pain, and are not recommended. The removal by the amyg- 
dalotome is generally out of the question. The ecraseur may, 
however, be used, when the tumor has not attained a large size, 
and when the loop of the instrument can readily embrace the 
whole base of the tumor.—Phil. Med. Times. 


Usz or SULPHATE OF QUININE IN MenorRHAGIA.—Dr. Deneffe 
reports (Annales de Gand, June, 1872) two cases from his own 
practice, confirming the opinion of Monteverdi and Bouque on the 
efficacy of sulphate of quinine as supplementary to ergot of rye 
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The first was that of a young lady whose menses had usually 
been regular, but exposure to cold had suddenly suppressed them 
at the period immediately preceding her illness. Her period com- 
ing on again, the flow was abundant, and soon amounied to a men- 
orrhagia. As she was away from home, a physician was called, 
who prescribed perchloride of iron, but without effect. Returning 
home to Dr. Deneffe, he ordered sulphate of quinine, to be taken 
in 1} gr. pills every hour; this almost immediately checked the 
hemorrhage, 

The second case was that of a lady whose menses had been 
suppressed for a while by the influence of violent emotion, and 
which afterwards re-appeared with a hemorrhagic character, alarm- 
ing the patient. She was confined to her bed, and the least move- 
ment increased the flow of blood. Sulphate of quinine was or- 
dered, as in the previous case, and, the better to test the power of 
the drug, she was ordered to rise and walk about. The next day 
the menses had lost their hemorrhagic character, and on the sec- 
ond day they had ceased entirely. These observations seem to 
support the theory of Monteverdi and Bouque that quinine acts 
as an excitant of the involuntary muscular fibres. 


OINTMENT FOR GLANDULAR SWELLINGS.— 

R.—Lard, ? ‘ a ‘ 6 ounces. 
Iodine, : ‘ r ; 1 drachm. 
Calomel, . é ‘ ° . 25 grains. 

Triturate the calomel and iodine with a small quantity of the 

Jarn until well incorporated; then add the lard and mix. Effect, 
rubefacient and alterative. 


Hrrect or Diet AND EXERCISE ON THE ELIMINATION oF NI- 
TROGEN.—Parkes (Proceedings of the Royal Society, 1871, p. 
349) finds that moderate exercise on a mixed diet has little influ- 
ence on the excretion of nitrogen or on the temperature. It 
causes temporary quickening of the pulse, but this is succeeded 
by corresponding slowness, so that the mean pulse rate during 
the day remains the same. The elimination of nitrogen is in- 
creased during the period of rest after severe exercise, The 
muscles can obtain the energy required for great exertion from 
fat and starch, though certain changes in their nitrogenous con- 
stituents also occur, which give rise to increased elimination of 
nitrogen after the work is over.—British Medical Journal. 


TRANSFUsION.—Dr. W. S. Playfair reports (London Lancet, 
January 27) a case of transfusion in post-partum hemorrhage, 
unsuccessful frem return of hemorrhage. 
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ARRESTING HEMORRHAGE AFTER Extractine TzEeTH.—In the 
March number of this journal (vol. ix, p. 128), we published 
method of arresting hemorrhage after the extraction of teeth, 
recommended by Dr. M.F. Shields. The American Journal of 
Dental Science copied the paragraph in the August number, and 
added : 

“A better method, we conceive, and one we have. been follow- 
ing for years past, is to saturate a pellet of cotton with sandarach 
varnish, and on the end of this take upa sufficient quantity of the | 
powdered subsulphate of iron, which is carried direct to the 
mouths of the bleeding vessels in the alveolar cavity, immediately 
after this cavity has been cleansed of blood.” —Nashville Medical 


Journal. 
















TREATMENT OF ASTHMA.—Asthma should, with a view to its. 
successful treatment, be viewed as a neurosis of the pneumogas- 
tric nerve, of which, sometimes, the cause is disturbance of 
healthy function at the brain end, and sometimes at the gastric or 
hepatic. Thus bismuth and hydrocyanic acid are of great value 
when the neurosis is of gastric origin. Carlsbad salt, nitric acid, 
and at times, small doses of mercury, are all unmistakably cura- 
‘tive when the hepatic system requires relief. Other remedies, 
such as ipecacuanha, belladonna, and nux vomica, are of use in 
appropriate forms of pneumogastric disturbance; whilst iodide of 
potassium, sulphur, and arsenic, are the remedies indicated if there 
is a gouty or rheumatic diathesis at the root of the malady.— 
Braithwaite’s Retrospect. 


















Pyrosis.—Dr. Thompson (American Practitioner), says : 
In the treatment of pyrosis, or water-brash, the antacids are to 
be resorted to, particularly the saccharated solution of lime-water 
and milk— 


R.—Liquoris Calcis Saccharati, - ff. dr. i-iv. 
Lactis, ad., - - oh NS - fl. oz. iv.—M. 






It may be well to remember that the addition of fifteen grains 
of bicarbonate of soda to the quart of milk not only prevents it 
from turning sour, but renders it more digestible. — ew 
Remedies. 


StraMonium SMokine-—A. Hirschberg states that when ciga- 
rettes of stramonium are smoked for asthma, there is no daturin 
whatever received in the system, but that the active principles 
generated are pyridin alkaloids.—Zertschrift des Allgem. Oester. 
Apothek.- V ereins, June 10, 1872. 
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Syrupus Cusenz.—C. L. Mitchell (American Journal of 
Pharmacy) proposes the following formule for the preparation of 
a syrup of cubebs which has been found an elegant as well as effi- 
cacious remedy in diseases of the throat and lungs: 


Fld. Ext. Cubebs, -~— - =, (02,71, Me OR, Us 
Carb. Magnesia, - - fi. oz. ss. 
Sugar Powd., - - OZ. Xij. 
Orange-flower Water, - - fi. oz. ij. 
Water, - - - - q.8. 
Ess. Oil Almonds, -  - - gtt. j. 


Rub up the fluid extract with the carbonate of magnesia and 
then add oz. ij. of the powdered sugar in small portions. When 
thoroughly mixed add gradually, first the orange-flower water, 
and then fl. oz. vij. water, constantly triturating the mixture until 
the sugar is dissolved. Filter and add q.s. water through the 
filter to the amount of f. 0z. xj., in which dissolve the balance of 
the sugar without heat. Add the oil of almonds put in a little al- 
cohol, and again filter, adding, if necessary, q. 8. water through 
the filter, to measure 1 pt. 

The dose of this syrup is f. dr. j-iv., and it may be given in even 
larger doses if desired. It may also be made by using the offici- 
nal oleoresin in the proper proportion in place of the fluid extract. 
—New Remedies. 


CoLLODION IN Herpes Zoster.—Dr. Wesley M. Carpenter, of 
Krieville, Madison county, writes : 

‘“‘T would call the attention of the profession to the use of col- 
lodion in this disease. It may have been noticed before this, but 
I have not happened to see it if such is the case. 

“One of the most distressing symptoms in this disease is the 
intense stinging, burning, superficial pain which often accompanies 
the eruption. I have reference to the so-called ‘characteristic 
pain,’ which may continue a long time after the disappearance of 
the eruption. 

“‘ Great relief may be given to this burning pain by the applica- 
tion of collodion to the surface occupied by the vesicles. This 
may be done with a feather or camel’s-hair brush. The collodion 
forms a pellicle over the surface of the vesicles, which protects 
them from the air, and renders them less liable to rupture. It 
may be applied at any stage of the eruption, and in most cases 
acts like a charm in giving relief to this annoying accompaniment. 

“In general, the disease needs no other local treatment.” — 
Medical Record. 


_ 
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TooTHACHE—SystEMIo TREATMENT.—Dr. A. L. Cory (Chicago 
Medical Times), “reports a new remedy for toothache. Being 
called upon immediately after the fire, to extract some aching 
teeth, and not having the necessary implements, and most of the 
dentists having lost their instruments, he prescribed 20 grains of 
hydrate of chloral, to lessen the pain and procure rest until he 
could obtain the necessary forceps. To his astonishment, im every 
case, the ache not only promptly vanished, but failed to return. 
The Doctor says he has now tried this plan in about twenty cases 
with quite uniform success.” 

Various anodynes will answer the same purpose. Among 
others, iodoform in one graiu doses, is a very efficient remedy for 
dental and facial neuralgia.— Medical Cosmos. 


Pror. Gross’ TREATMENT FOR GoITRe.—Treatment will con- 
sist in stimulating the absorbent vessels, although the application - 
ef agents of too stimulating a character must be avoided, other- 
wise irritation will be produced, and the mass will be enlarged in- 
stead of diminished. The neck will be thoroughly washed at 
least once in twenty-four hours, with hot water and soap, and 
immediately afterwards a portion of the following ointment will be 
applied to the surface of the tumor and well rubbed in— 


R.—Ung. Hydrarg. Biniodid, = omit ale 
Cerat Simp, - - - + = adr. vj.—M. 


The patient will take internally the Liquor todinii compositus, 
git. viij., in sweetened water, three times daily. 

A piece of thin flannel and oiled silk will be worn around the 
neck. The diet will be regulated and all red meats avoided. Six 
grains of blue-mass in combination with a grain of ipecac will be 
given now and then at bed-time to regulate the secretions.—W. Y. 
Medieal Journal. a 


Dr. SrgeRsoN, an eminent European savant, has found in the 
air exhaled from the lungs of tea-drinkers a large number of 
microscopic globules of a poisonous narcotic oil, which explains, 
he says, why tea makes nervous people coughy. He might have 
added, according to another high authority, consumptive, for it is 
claimed that weak people who indulge regularly in this beverage 
ultimately weaken their lungs, be they ever so-strong at first. 


Hint For Sza-Batuers.—At Trouville, one of the most fash- 
ionable of Freneh sea-side resorts, it is usual to provide warm 
foot-baths for the bathers when they leave the water. This is said 
to prevent the headache, from which many persons suffer. 
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A Draenostic Sign or EXTRA-CAPSULAR FRACTURES OF THE 
NEOK oF THE FEMuUR.—In a recent monograph upon the subject, 
M. Jankerguistel (The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, 
May 23; from L’Union Medicale) arrives at the following con- 
clusions : 

1. Increase in the size of the great trochanter is an accurate 
and constant sign of extra-capsular. fractures of the neck of the 
femur. 

2. The presence of this sign, once ascertained, enables the sur- 
geon to dispense with all those manipulations, often dangerous, 
always painful, which are necessary to determine crepitation or 
abnormal mobility. 

_ 8. The study of the sign alluded to permits accuracy of diag- 
nosis, without rendering the prognosis more grave, or without 
compromising a cure. 


THE SULPHOVINATE OF Sopa.—A Parisian pharmacist, M. S. 
Linvousin, describes the preparation of this salt in the Bulletin de 
Therapeutique, for March 30th, and recommends it as a mild and 
efficient saline purgative, with a feeble and rather pleasant taste, 
free from any tendency to griping, leaving no consecutive consti- 
pation, and acting in relatively small doses (25 grammes for adults, 
10 grammes for children). He considers it superior to any of the 
magnesian purgatives, as these, when much used, tend to produce 
vesical calculi of ammonio-magnesian phosphates, The salt may 
be also named the ethylsulphate of soda.—Medical and Surgical 
Reporter. 


THE Uvuta.—Dr. Noble Smith condems, in the British Medi- 
cal Journal, the practice of snipping the uvula, and advocates its 
complete removal in cases where any operative procedure is called 
for. He relates two cases simulating consumption, which were at 
once cured by the removal of the elongated uvula; and says that 
in merely snipping the organ grows again, and no good results. On 
the other hand, Sir G. D. Gibb argues, in the Lancet, that the 
uvula has important functions in deglutition and vocalization, and 
that its true muscular end does not often become elongated, but 
only the membrane, and perhaps adipose tissue; consequently, 
that snipping this part and leaving the muscular fibres intact is 
quite sufficient, and that no inconvenience arises from this prac- 
tice.—The Doctor. 


Dr. W. E. WHITEHEAD considers the rind of bacon the best 
porabie article that can be used for anointing purposes in scar- 
et-fever. 
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Seneca IN Broncurtis.—Dr. Thomas Barrow (Medical and 
Surgical Reporter) remarks: Syrup seneca, with its acridness 
partially obtunded by ant. et potass. tart., has to my knowledge 
been effective in the permanent cure of hundreds of cases of 
bronchitis. I have never observed any case in which antimonial 
wine or mist. glycyr. comp. appeared to produce any alterative 
effect whatever upon the bronchi. They may be beneficially em- 
ployed in the first stage of bronchitis; but they can only palliate 
a cough of long continuance. 

Such correctives, however, are exceedingly valuable when em- 
ployed to render both the syrup and the decoction of seneca less 
disagreeable to the patients who may have occasion to use either 
of them. 


OINTMENT FOR HERNICRANIA AND NEURALGIA.— 


R.—Pure Chloroform, - - - dr iii. 
Cyanide of Potassium, - - - driis. 
Axunge, - . - - - 02 il. 
Add a sufficient quantity of white wax to make an ointment. 
Apply to the affected parts frequently. M. C. 


CHELONIN IN DISEASES oF THE SKIN.—As a remedy of much 
value in diseases of the skin, chelonin has for a long time been 
used quite successfully, both internally and externally. 


CaNncruUM ORIS.— 


R.—Cupri Sulphas, - - - - — drss. 
Pulv. Ciuchona, . - - - dri. 
Aqua, - - - - - - ozi—M. 


Apply with a camel’s hair brush, three times a day. 
I have tried this treatment for twenty years, never having it 
fail in my hands. J. B. 


GELsEMINUM.—In dysentery, combined with opium and rhu- 
barb, have been found sufficient to relieve the gravest forms of 
the disease. In gonorrhoea, gelseminum is one of our best reme- 
dies, especially where the inflammation is of a high grade. 


GELSEMINUM.—lIn ophthalmia, it is one of our most reliable 
internal remedies, relieving the congestion and controlling the in- 
flammatory excitement promptly. 


VERMIFUGE.—Two grains of chelonin in combination with 
three grains of calomel will be found a very efficient remedy for 
this purpose. 
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Cause or “Liver Compiaint.”—Dr. J. E. Spencer believes 
the most probable cause is the habitual use of swine’s flesh. He 
is strongly inclined to the opinion that the effete particles con- 
tained in all greasy or fat pork are lodged in the liver, for it is 
well known the venous or black blood from all parts of the body 
charged with impurities, waste matter, and effete particles, passes 
to the lungs for purification. 


ScuTELLARIN.—In chorea, one grain combined with one or two 
of carbonate of iron, every two or three hours, baths, friction, 
an‘l well regulated diet, most promptly relieves; and where it is 
judiciously administered, results in a permanent cure. 


Scuttcap.—Dr. Cleveland, of Vermont, speaks in strong terms 
of its efficacy. He also speaks favorably of its concentrated 
principle, scutellarine, and finds very happy effects from it in 
quieting nervous disorders. He prefers this plant to all other 
nervines or anti-spasmodics, in cases where you can wait for its 
effect. 


Tannic Actp In MrastEs.—In a recent epidemic, even at the 


beginning of the attack, there was colliquative diarrhea and a 
very distressing, harassing cough. For the diarrhoea, I gave 
tannic acid, and it relieved both that and the cough in a surpris- 
ing manner. M. 


Tic Dotorzux.—Prof. Cleveland writes : I have found more 
relief follow the vse of an infusion of the flowers of the arnica 
montana, in which was dissolved the cyanuret of potassa, both 
internally and externally. The tincture of belladonna and origa- 
num, applied externally, has given almost instantaneous relief. 


A Goop CounTER IRnRiTant.— 

R.—Croton Oil, - dr ii. 
Spirits of Camphor, 02 il. 
Alcohol, - 02 lii. 
Spirits Turpentine, oz i—M. 

S. Apply freely to the parts. M. 


CALUMBA IN VoMITING.—Some writer has said fresh powdered 
calumba has always, in his hands, proved a most efficacious rem- 
edy in nervous, spasmodic or atonic vomiting, as in that of preg- 
nant women. He gives fifteen grains with a few spoonsful of 
wine, an hour before meals, three times a day 
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THE CLOSE OF THE YEAR. 








At the close of the year, we take occasion to thank our friends 
for their generous support. The CoMPANION completes its second 
volume, and with a copious index, isnow ready for the binder. Dur- 
ing the past year we have been encouraged and cheered by an 
host of well-wishers, while the steady increase of the circulation 
of our journal has placed it among the foremost in the Union. 
We are truly thankful for the kind appreciation of our labors so 
evidently given by our brethren of every section of the 


country. 
Many friends have aided us, by pen and by personal effort, in 


establishing the CoMPANION upon a firm basis. To these, one and 
all, we tender our heartfelt gratitude. We shall never forget 


them. 
The CoMPANION now enters upon its Third Volume—a success 


over all difficulties. During the coming year it will, by the bless- 
ing of Providence, labor, as in the past, for the glorious objects 
for which it was inaugurated. It will endeavor to befriend the 
man of science, and monthly unfold to the practical, busy physi- 
cian, the latest and most approved discoveries in practical medi- 
cine, and thus become a faithful adviser at the bed-side. 

Under our new arrangements, the publisher will be alone re- 
sponsible for the mechanical execution and the punctual publica- 
tion of the Companion. As before stated, the business depart- 
ment will be under the control of our Business Manager—Col. 
CHARLES WHITEHEAD, a cultivated gentleman—who will give his 
personal attention to that department, and see to the mailing of 
the journal. All complaints, heretofore made, in consequence of 
irregularity of transmission and other matters pertaining alone to 
the business department, will now, we believe, under his manage- 
ment, cease, as he will devote his entire time to the business. All 
communications of a business character, should be addressed to 
him, and they will receive prompt attention. 

The Editors pledge themselves to do their best in gathering, 
from every quarter, the best practical medical literature. Their 
aim will be to cull the practical, and in this way to strengthen the 
hands of the busy practitioner, who demands the known. facts 
of medical science and its therapeutics. 
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We sincerely thank those of our friends who have suggested a 
new name for the journal, in accordance with our request. The 
new name will be given the journal January next, and we trust it 
will be more satisfactory, than the old, to all our readers and friends. 

We also thank those of our friends—a large number—who have 
sent us new subscribers for the next volume, and who propose to 
secure from three to five subscribers in accordance with the request 
of one of our Associates, published in the November number. We 
hope ali will consent to aid in the circulation of the journal upon 
this plan, among their friends. Every subscriber has his friends 
and but a little personal effort will be required to secure their sub- 
scriptions. 

We also beg to remind our friends to send the journal the re- 
sults of their experiences as practitioners. Report your cases, 
Many valuable facts are lost to medical literature because prac- 
titioners do not esteem their cases—many of them—important 
enough for publication. We beg them to publish their cases, and 
freely offer them the use of our columns for that purpose. Will 
they not give heed to this request? We hope so. 





THE SLAUGHTER OF THE INNOCENTS. 





The “Evening Star,” of Washington City, makes the following 
comments upon the “‘vital statistics’ prepared by Dr. J. M. Toner, 
of that city. We are sure our readers will read the facts pre- 
sented with very great interest : 

“‘ Attention is frequently called to the mortality among children 
in particular seasons or particular localities, but few seem to be 
aware of the frightfully large percentage of infant mortality year 

‘by year, compared with the whole number of deaths of all ages. 
The mortality tables prepared by Dr. J. M. Toner, of this city, 
whose careful and intelligent labors in gathering the vital statis- 
tics of the country, have been referred to heretofore, present some 
startling facts in this connection. These tables show the annual 
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mortality in several of the States, and in a number of our large 
cities, made up from their published reports for the years named, 
giving the whole number of deaths, and also the number dying 
under five years of age; the number dying between five and ten 
years; also, the number dying from cholera infantum, with the 
per cent. of each class. 

The census of the United States for 1850 showed a per centage 
of 39.76 of deaths of children under 5 years of age to the total 
deaths of all ages; and the per centage in the census of 1860 had 
increased to 43.15, The mortality under 5 in the great cities of 
the country has risen to a much higher rate, the highest being in 
Chicago, where it has mounted from a per centage of 28.67 in 
1848, to 62.83 in 1869. In 1868 the number of deaths of chil- 
dren under 5 to the to the total deaths of all ages stood in that 
city in the frightful proportion of 3,718 of the former to 5,984 of 
the latter, and in 1869 it had risen to 4,077 under 5 to 6,488 over 
that age. 

Next comes St. Louis, where, in 1871, the per centage was 
51.10; the number of deaths under 5 being 38,409 to 6,670 
above. 

Ranging about the same as St. Louis is the per centage of infant 
mortality in New York. In New York city in 1869 the per cent- 
age was 51.09; the number of deaths under 5 in that year being 
12,359 to 25,167 above. In that city it would appear, however, 
that the proportion of deaths under 5 is rather diminishing than 
otherwise, as during the series of years from 1835 to 1853 it had 
ranged from 51.08 to 57.10, while in 1866 it was but 47.78, in 
1867 it was 52.10, and in 1869 but 51.09. In the year 1811 the 
mortality in New York amongst the children seems to have been 
exceptionally large, as the per centage was 77.09; the number of 
deaths under 5 being 1,946 to 2,524 above that age. 

In Philadelphia, too, the chances of the little folks in the fight 
for life seems to be rather improving, as the per centage of deaths 
under 5 stood as high as 51.87 in 1858 and 51.20 in 1861, while 
from 1862 to 1869 it has ranged from 43.22 to 46.68, and in 1870 
was but 44.27. 

Next to New York in infant mortality comes Baltimore with its 
per centage, in 1869 of 49.85 under 5 years, though the propor- 
tion has increased but little since 1860, when it stood 48.74. 

Cincinnati, in 1868, had a per cent. of 46.68 under five; and 
Philadelphia, as above stated, the next highest per centage. In 
New Orleans, the returns are brought down only to 1857, when 
the per centage was 43.85. Providence, Rhode Island, seems to 
be a favorable place for the little ones, as the mortality under 
five has not, from 1865 to 1870, been above 86.99, 
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In this city, the mortality returns have been so inadequately 
made, that only scattered statistics concerning separate years can 
be obtained. In 1849, the number of deaths under five was 400, 
to 866 above—a per centage of 46.18. In 1862, there were 547 
deaths under five, to 1,115 abnve—a per centage of 49.05. In 
1858, the per centage was 45.78, the number of deaths under five 
being 429, to 487 above. 

The mortality statistics of Richmond present some curious fea- 
tures, as showing that while the number of deaths of colored 
children under five is nearly two to one that of the whites of the 
same age, the proportion of white children dying of cholera infan- 
tum is nearly double the colored mortality from the same disease, 
there being 490 white deaths in 1869 of cholera infantum to 
250 colored in the same year in that city. 

In view of the appalling proportion of infant mortality, espe- 
cially in our large cities, shown by the statistics above referred 
to, Dr. Toner some time ago called attention to the necessity for 
adopting some general measures for checking this vast waste of 
infant life. We have various humane institutions, insane asylums, 
etc., to alleviate the sufferings and lengthen out the lives of the 
wrecks of humanity, but we have literally nothing to stay the im- 
mense waste of life of the hopeful young, full of great promise. 
It is certainly better to provide for the preservation of the lives 
of those who will grow into usefulness, than to confine. all our 
humane efforts to guarding the health of the hopelessly shattered 
wrecks. ; 

Of course, wealthy parents have it in their power to remove 
their ailing children to purer air, but it is an unpleasant task for 
a physician to say to parents, unable to meet the expense, that 
the life of a child suffering from cholera infantum depends on its 
being removed to another locality. To meet this difficulty, Dr. 
Toner suggests the establishment of free parks at elevated points, 
where parents, or mothers and nurses, may camp out in the sum- 
mer months in such style as suits their means or convenience, 
either in tents or cheap cottages. Cities and communities should 
feel it a moral duty to aid in any measure of the kind for the 
preservation of infantile life. Cheap fare, or free fare, should be 
furnished to poor women with their sick babies, and they should 
be aided with rations on the ground. Philanthropic people, no 
doubt, would willingly aid, if the means were pointed out, in some 
systematic measure of relief for the suffering little ones who per- 
ish by the thousands yearly in our large cities for want of air and 
attention. The child in such cases is not sick, but is suffering 
simply from excess of heat. There is no solid tissue in the in- 
fant. It is virtually all liquid; it gete heated up, and deteriora- 
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tion takes place. What is wanted is to keep down the tempera- 
ture. Infants do not perspire as adults do, but the process of 
retained heat goes on with them, and they suffer accordingly. 
Evaporation should be encouraged; they should be sponged fre- 
quently, and exposed to the air as much as possible; and, above 
all, there should be no flannels next to the skin in hot weather. 
Many mothers really destroy all chances their ailing babies have 
for life by bandaging them with flannels, and sedulously keeping 
them out of the fresh air lest they should take cold in a draught. 
Infants, for the reasons above explained, can hardly have too 
mnch air. 





Booxs.—We have on hand several books, which will be noticed 
in the January number. 





COMMUNICATIONS RECEIVED. 


Several articles were received too late for this number. They 
will appear in our next. We again ask our friends to send us ar- 
ticles. We will, in future, give notice of their coming to hand, 
and what number they will appear in. 





ADVERTISING DEPARTMENT. 


We are glad to know that our efforts to furnish the readers of 
the CoMPANION a complete advertising reference, has met with 
their endorsement and approval. We hope to mke this depart- 
ment so thorough that the practitioner may consult it at all times 
when desiring to supply his wants, with absolute certainty, in find- 
ing what he needs. None but reliable houses find admission in our 
pages—knowingly ; hence, friends can rely upon getting just 
what they order. 
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OBITUARY. 


a 








Diep, on the morning of the 12th inst., near Milledgeville, 
Dr. CuaRuEs H. Bass, in the 48d year of his age. 


Our brother has gone. Laying aside the muddy vestures 
. of decay he has assumed the spotless robes of immortality. 
From a world of pain he has passed into the boundless realms 
of never ending peace. His soul has found a lodgment in 
the mansions of his Father’s house, where faith reaps its per- 
fect fruition. Death laid no rude or violent hands upon our §- 
brother, but touched him with a gentle touch months and | 
months before he claimed his earthly frame. Day by day 
the vital s,ark grew imperceptibly dimmer unto.its final ex- 
tinguishment. For the privilege of a gradual decline, with 
unimpaired mental faculties to the last, death demanded 
keen physical suffering. Conscious of an eternal reward be- 
yond the grave this suffering was borne without complaint. 
*‘He that eadureth shall all things inherit,”’ and we feel the 
assurance of a perfect inheritance for him, for he endured 
patiently to the end. 

A consistent member of the Methodist Church for 27 years 
—a man full of integrity in all his dealings with his fellow 
man—modest to a fault, a devoted husband, a loving father, 
possessed of a well balanced mind, rich in culture and in 
thought, and with a heart abounding in sympathy for the 
sick and the distressed. And further: with a characteristic 
pre-eminent above all other traits his life was enriched, and 
rendered peculiarly sweet to all that knew him well, by a 
heart pure and undefiled, to the possessors of which it is 
promised ‘they shall see God.” C. 

The writer deeply laments the untimely death—to human ken—of his 
old friend and class-mate, Dr. Chas. H. Bass, whose obituary is given above. 
Dr. Bass was he brother-in-law of the Senior Editor of this journal. A 
purer, nobler soul rarely dwelt in an earthly tabernacle. At his death, he 
was Assistant Physician to the State Lunatic Asylum, a position he held for 
a number of years with great credit to himself and that institution. Our 
friend has leftus! He has gone to a better “country ;” a “city” made glo- 
rious by the brightness of the “Lamb of God !” W. T. G. 
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DIED—At his residence in Timberville, Rockingham county, Va., on 
Tuesday, Oct. 19th, 1872, after a very brief illness, Dr. Joun C. Homan, 
in the 41st year of his age. J. A. A. 
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